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Pear members, 

W V\zyz has the summer yowe??? After a wet, ccool, yes even, rather cold spring, that 
dldw't tewow when, to <pu.lt, the suzu.zu.er came on, late awd strowy! Temperatures In, the 
de 0 rees Is wot really what we, wor our flowers lltee. so, we'lljust have to tatee It as It 
conges, awd feel fortuwate that we on top have heat to conquer awd wot the Iwuwdatlows 
awd tornadoes as some of our members have to ewdure. Pretty soon, vacations will be 
over, cozu^av^o^ yowe, schools will start ayalw awd we'll al settle In, for our "wormal" 
routlwes. we had our share of covu^av^i^ this year (awd more to come), but we love to see 
awd host our relatives from Pelylum awd frlewds from the States. 

The membership cowtlwues to yrow at a satisfactory pace awd we have the pleasure of 
welcoming ip wew members, we hope they will participate enthusiastically In, the 
activities of the association, awd flwd the help they weed from the members. 

We want to thawte those of you who Iwform us timely about a chawye of address. There 
are still yulte a few of our members who move between, malllwys. Please Iwform our 
office on, time because the post office charyes return, or chawye of address of 

which we were wot Iwformed ow time, we operate ow a mlwlmum budyet awd evew every 
pewwy couwts... we hope to be able to teeep our membership fee at 41 5.00 a year but that 
mewas that we weed the cooperatlow of every owe of the members! 
v,ood lucfe to all awd yreetlwys from Pierre awd myself! 




WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
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- Walter J De Waele 

De Pcrc.WI 

753 

- Franz Castin 

Rixensart, Belgium 

754 

- Cheryl W. Bolten 

Melbourne Beach FL 

756 

- Georges De Pooter 

Guelph, Ont. Canada 

768 

- Calvin Venedam 

New Glasgow, NS. Canada 

757 

- Karen M. deMeurisse 

Bothel, WA 

758 

- Randy & Gail Lindsey 

Bunker Hill. IN 

769 

- Clara Bristow 

St Albert, AB. Canada 

780 

- Kathleen A Race 

Brookfield WI 
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- Nicole Massez 

Brussels, Belgium 

762 

- Marion Van Tornhout 

Mishawaka, IN 
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- Jack Beque 

Elk Grove Village, IL 
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- Carol L. Page 

Rockland, MA 
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- Calvin E. Levis 

Lancaster, PA 

766 

- Audrey F. Smale 

Edmonton, AB., Canada 

767 

- Robert L. Palmer 

Helena, AL 
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Belgian-American Heritage Society 
of West Virginia -7th annual picnic 
by Vickie Zabeau Bowden 

The Belgian-American Heritage Society of West Virginia 
held its 7th Annual picnic on Sunday, July 19, 1998 at the 
Clarksburg City Park in Clarksburg, WV. The event began at 
12:00 noon and began with an opening prayer and Pledge of 
Allegiance given by Board of Director, Paul Bastin. A 
moment of silence was given in memory of all deceased 
members arid family members. Our president, Marlene 
Fontaine Reed announced our events of the day and that our 
plot was to begin. There were many Belgian dishes serjed 
such as Vittales (Belgian meatballs). Belgian Greenbean and 
potatoes, red cabbage. Roast Beet with prunes, Belgian tarts 
(Rice, Prunes, Apricot, and Sugar), Pain d’amandes, Gallets, 
and others. There were also plenty of American dishes. 

Each year it has become a tradition for us to have a White 
Elephant gift drawing and everyone brings in something 
wrapped and marked for male, female, or child everyone's 
number is then drawn and they pick the gift of their choice. 
Them are many nice gifts and also some funny ones too. The 
children had plenty of activities such as water balloons, races, 
and others. 

Most importanthj though, we are able to visit with people that 
we sometimes only see once a year, there are many out of 
state peop~e that come as well. Many tribes use this time to 
get together for the weekend and wrap their family reunions 
up with our Belgian Picnic. 

We were delighted to have with us Andre Loiseau from 
Virginia who is actually in the Belgian Import business and 
brought with him his samples of Belgian chocolates, coffee, 
waffles, pickled onions and shallots and believe it or not 
Belgian pasta. Mr. Loiseau is originally from Brussels, 
Belgium. The Belgian Embassy sent with Mr. Loiseau some 
very nice gifts, flags, etc. for our annual picnic, they were 
very much appreciated. 

Our club has been very happy with the success of our 
cookbook to many of the Belgian Laces readers and it has 
been a pleasure to receive so many wonderful letters from 
everywhere, we would love to hear from you and to tell us of 
your Belgian Heritage as well. Our Belgian members iove 
hearing from you and are familiar with many of the Belgian 
names that have come in. Please feel free to write us at 
BAHS of WV. P.O. Box 195, Clarksburg, WV 26302 or E 
mail us at: BAHSofWV@AOLcom. I hope that all of you 
that ordered cookbook have received them by now, I was so 
sorry for the delay, we had to make second printing. Thank 
you very much. 

A Summer-trip Discovery 

by Jack LeChien (Belleville, IL) 

I thought you might be interested in a visit to Belgique, 
Missouri, a “green place” of fertile Mississippi River bottom 
farmland, located 10 miles west of Chester, Illinois. It. is a 


“green place” because, other than the Belgique signs at both 
entrances, spaced about a quarter-mile apart, no population 
count noted, there are only two farmhouses, no ~411age mail, 
not even a stop sign. Just thousands of acres of dark green 
corn and soybeans, vigorously erect in the late-July sunlight.. 
And a small oPen-ak” chapel, built like a carport on a church 
graveyard. 

Some of the names on grave markers are Verstringel, 
Cissell. Fuyntnick, Marten., Steinbecker, Onderdonk, 
Lhote, Modde, Bert, Bishop, Brent, Kerkhove, Charvaux, 
Nods, Bras, Gibber, Bauwens, Steyns, Nuyt, Wilt, Layton, 
Cattour, and Van Vooren. One grave marker read “Bugler 
Dries Petet, born in France 1839, died in Belgique, Missouri 
1906.” Another marker provided these details Engeibert 
Martins, born 1843, St. John, Ereme, Belgium, died Belgique 
Missouri, 1916.” A small monument noted Rev.. 0. L. 
DeCeunynck, pastor 1885-1907; born 1836, died 1910. Most 
of the graves listed births in the mid-1800’s through the late 
1800’s. There was no remaining evidence of a church; the 
chapel is the only structure in the graveyard. 

Belgique, Missouri is a very quiet, peaceful, green place that 
speaks loudly about immigrant dreams of owning productive 
farm ground. These had to be the most successiul twmers in 
the area because of the fertile “American Bottoms” river 
channel. The early 1700's French settlement of Kaskaskia, 
Illinois, is a few miles north of Belgique, MO, and is within 
an hour’s drive of the French colonial district which included 
St. Louis and Ste. Genevieve, MO and Cahokia, ILL. 

NORTHWEST NEWS 

by Leen lnghels 

our North west Picnic had to be canceled this year! 

Pearl Vanden Heede had a family emergency which meant 
that she was unable to host the Belgian picnic this year. No, it 
was not Don, Thank God, but her mother, vho now requires 
24 hour care after a debilitating stroke. We all know what that 
represents and we wish Pearl to be of good courage and hope 
that her mother will not suffer any pain.. 

We immediately contacted some of the leading forces behind 
the picnic in the Portland area, who searched frantically for a 
solution for this year, but to no avail we were too late to 
reserve space in a park or secure any other place able to 
receive up to 100 participants. 

Thus, we found ourselves in the difficult and unpleasant 
situation of having to cancel “our” event at very short notes. 
In the meantime, our valiant little group of Portlanders s 
coking for a solution for next year. If you have any 
suggestions please contact 
Louis and Marleen Looyens 
3634 NE 6th Ter. 

Gresham, OR 97030 
Tel. 503 6675709 

We need everybody’s input to find a solution for next year! 
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VERVIERS 

By Micheline Gaudette 

http://www.verviers.be/ 
http://home.scarlet.be/~tor-4517/si/Monument.html 

Writing a companion article about Verviers worthy 
of Florence Vanderhaegen’s research on emigrants 
from that city is a challenge. Because this attic is 
just but a glimpse into Verviers’ past, it cannot do 
justice to that city and its people. But here it is 
anyway in a nutshell: 

The name Verviers comes from VIROVIUS, owner 
of a (ca. 500 AD) Roman villa located in the 
narrow valley where Verviers now stands. It’s 
neither far from the city of Liege not far from 
Eupen. It was one of the cities of the Principality of 
Liege. Verviers is divided in 2 unequal sections by 
the Vesdre River which because of the alkaline 
content of its waters, has always been an important part of 
the success of Verviers’ main industry: TEXTILE. 

The textile industry started probably before the year 1000 
when Verviers was just a village. As the industry grew so 
did the population and Verviers became a city in 1651. The 
majority of its inhabitants and people from surrounding 
communities were employed in the textile industry which 
was quite labor intensive but also lucrative, it involved wool 
preparation, combing, carding, bowing, spinning, weaving, 
fulling, tentering, napping, shearing, dyeing, and a myriad of 
subspecialties and of course the importing and exporting 
business sides of it too. 

Local wool was only good to make coarse material (used 
mainly by the clergy and nuns), fine wool had to be 
imported. Commerce with other cities and countries ensued, 
consisting of raw material import and export of finished 
product. Ve,viers Simonis Co. is said to have been doing 
business in New York as early as 1760. 

Because of its location and lack of transport mew’s (the 
Vesdre river is not navigable) Verviers couldn’t rival with 
the great textile cities of the Middle Ages, like Bruges, Gent, 
Tournai, Lille, but nevertheless it held its own very proudly. 
Not only were its textiles in demand but so was the expertise 
of its textile workers. Edicts were passed forbidding the 
emigration of textile workers. But around 1710 many 
inhabitants of Verviers were enticed to settle in Bohemia. 
Venice, Vienna and the Palatinate. 

Competition with nearby textile towns existed at course, in 
1647, Leyden (Netherlands) complained bitterly (and justly) 
that the wool bought in Dutch territories by Verviers (and 
other towns) were processed and sold back in the Low 
Countries as 

‘teyden “fine wool ! At time hefty taxes were levied against 
Verviers’ textile by surrounding countries, these actions 
always meant economic crises for the people of Verviers. 
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The many wars fought in the Low Countries brought havoc, 
misery, poverty to that region too. In 1741 between 3000 to 
4000 people were out of work. 

In 1798, when the Industrial Revolution came to Verviers 
with WILLIAM COCKERILL’s automated spinning wheels, 
it was embraced by the textile industry owners (the 
SIMONIS, BIOLLEY, DEFAUT families and others) as a 
mean of increasing their share of the market place and 
expanding their fortunes. Commerce intensified. Decades 
later, the transport problem would be nullified by the arrival 
of the railroad. Unfortunately automation deprived a lot of 
people of their employment or forced then, to accept less 
lucrative work. 

By 1830, 19,592 inhabitants lived in Verviers, 3/5 of them 
were employed in that city’s 55 textile plants. Most workers 
earned low wages. The housing was poor, some unsanitary 
conditions existed, and people were susceptible to illnesses 
brought on by the fog covering the valley, said PHILIPPE 
VANDER MAELEN and by the Vesdre River which was 
polluted. Other occupational illnesses linked ulcers with 
wool processing, eye problems with weaving and spinning, 
heart enlargements were commonly seen in women working 
with shearing machinery. 

By 1870, 40,000 people were living in Verviers. 
lust the same, Verviers had a tribunal, a chamber of 
commerce 1 college, 26 schools, I theater seating 800 
people, 1 hospital built in 1737, a church, 1 orphanage, 1 rest 
home, 1 bath house and a magnificent city hall built in 1774 
(see picture above ) by the renowned architect JACQUES 
BARTHELEMY RENOZ (direct ancestor of MARGOT 
HYKES, our member #011) 

Verviers was a city of great activities and shared common 
flits with the other cites of the Liege Principality, mainly It 
was a hot bed for free thinkers, for 
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people concerned with social justice, for revolutionaries. 

Two of its best known revolutionaries were generals who led 
French Armies during the French Revolution. JEAN 
LAMBERT FYON was born in Verviers in 1745, he was one 
of the Liege Revolution leaders, after its failure he joined the 
French Revolution. In Paris in 1792, he was in command of 
the 2nd Legion, and was one of LAFAYETTE’S deputies. 
FYON was named commandant of the “Pays de Liege” and 
member of Liege’s National Convention. He was a brigadier 
general with the Armee du Nord. He was jailed, released and 
then named president of the Liege assembly! Again he was 
jailed, then released .... and wisely returned to Verviers. 
HENRI ANTOINE JARDON was born in Verviers in 1768. 
After his participation in the Liege Revolution, he joined the 
French Army and rose rapidly through the ranks. In 1794 he 
was named brigadier general. He died in Portugal in 1809. 
His name is engraved on the West side of the Arc de 
Triomphe in Paris. 

It will come to no surprise that Verviers was also the site of 
extensive socialist activities during the 19th century, as a 100 
years earlier that city had seen the first strike ever by textile 
industry workers. Women were also involved in the battle. In 
a 1873 unionist publication, HUBERTINE RUWETTE, a 
textile worker, campaigned for women’s support for “ Men at 
Work and Women at Home”. Who could blame her for not 
wanting women to work in the small hells created / 
intensified by the Industrial Revolution where women earned 
much less than men and a little more than children? 

It’s from the tumultuous Verviers of the Industrial Revolution 
era that many emigrants came, their expertise greatly 
benefited the textile industry where they settled. We would 
like to think that faithful to their background of social 
activism they became involved in improving the lot of other 
textile workers. This too should make an interesting study. 
Alter George, Family and the Female Life Course. The 
Women of Verviers. Belgium. 1849-1880. U of Wisconsin 
Press, 1988. Detro Jacques, Dalhem: Le Comte; Gaudette 
Micheline, Generals of Belgian Descent Who Led The 
French Revolutionary Armies, Belgian Laces Vol. 12 (1) p. 2. 
1990; Munro John H., Textile Towns and Trade Variorum 
1994. Sante Luc, Factory of Facts. Pantheon Books. 1998. 
Vender Maclen, Philippe, Dictionnaire Geographique de la 
Province de Liege 1830 


For more information about Verviers’ history (and soul as 
perceived by the author) or for the sheer pleasure of reading a 
book uniquely well written, please read Luc Sante’s book The 
Factory of Facts , irs also his autobiography (part I we hope!). 
Luc Sante was born in Verviers and as a child emigrated to 
the US where he is living. The name SANTE derives from 
the name ALEXANDRE. We also find GILET, HERMAN, 
VANGUERS, S A WAGE, REMACLE, NANDRIN names 
among his ancestors. 

Erich Maria REMARQUE, the famous German author who 
wrote the anti-war novel “All Quiet on the Western Front 
(1920) is a descendant of Toussaint REMACLE and Maria 
LEJEUNE - Belgians living in Aachen. Source: Seeling 
Hans, Les Wallons Pionniers de 1’Industrie Allemande . 
Wahle et Cie. Liege. 1983. 

The mother of Marguerite de CRAYENCOUR aka. 
Marguerite YOURCENAR, the famous French author was a 
QUARTIER or CARTIER from Liege. 

Emigrants from Verviers to America 

by Florence Vanderhaegen 

49 Place Motte, B- 7700 Mouscron- Belgium 

Results of research done in the archives of Mouscron 
combined with information gathered these past few years by 
Jean Oucat about textile workers from the Gaume region, and 
with research done by Professor Fran 5 ois Well regarding 
French speaking communities in New England, give 
historians an opportunity to study the emigration of textile 
industry workers from 3 new areas: Mouscron and Northern 
France, Verviers, and the Gaume region. 

In his book dealing with Franco Americans working in New 
England, Fran£ois Wd hails Woonsocket (RI) as the most 
French dty in the US. He says also that at the beginning of 
this century, the textile industry of that region experienced a 
great expansion under the direction of French industrials from 
the North of France. He adds that the Woonsocket 
independent textile union was started by Belgian workers 
from Verviers. 

In September (1997), the Verviers population registers were 
searched, but because of The mountain of archives, 2 people 
working full time for 4 days were only able to search the 145 
registers covering the years 1900-1910. Unfortunately the 
prior years were not reviewed. 

The results of the research follow; it indicates a low rate of 
emigration since there were only 188 emigrants out of a total 
of 49,067 people living in Verviers in 1900. 

The same results also demonstrate a constant migration of 
textile indintry workers between Mouscron, Verviers and 2 
cities of Northern France: Roubaix and Tourcoing. It seems 
that the emigrants ot these various cities and the French 
industrials were involved in the same emigration movement. 
N. B. The resufts of this research were first published by Ms. 
Florence Vandehaegen in Emigration de Belgique 
Meridionale XLV Annee 1 1998. We would like to thank her 
for giving us permission to publish it in Belgian Laces. 

MCcheUne 

For the lists ot immigrants from Venders, please turn to 
pages 21 -24 
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Mary-Ann’s Wisconsin Corner 


Plans are proceeding for the biennial visit of members of the Peninsula-Belgian-American Club to Be~ium. Presently, forty- 
three people are signed up to make the trip in October. While in Europe, side-trips will be made to Prague, London, and 
Amsterdam. 

Here, in Wisconsin, a new granite marker has been installed in the monument erected in 1986 to commemorate the settlement 
of the first Belgian pioneers at Champion in Brown County. The original marker, which was made in Belgium, had badly 
deteriorated because of our severe winter climate. The new one should serve well for many, many years. 

Your reporter attended a private showing of a movie entitled, “Gaston's War”, which was presented to a group of World War II 
veterans in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In attendance were Hon. Robert Vande Mulebroucke, Belgium’s Consul General for the 
Chicago area, and Charles C. Mulcahy. Honorary Belgian Consul at Milwaukee. The film is the story of Gaston 
Vandermeerscht a hero of the Resistance during WW II. Mr. Vandermeersche and his wife, who live in Milwaukee, were there 
to introduce the film. 

Declarations of Intention - Brown County. Wisconsin (A Continuing Series) 

When the Belgian immigrants arrived in northeastern Wisconsin in the mid-1850's. the only Court House in the a re aw- located 
at Green Bay. Brown County. Thus, most Declarations of Intention to Become a Citizen of The United States were made here. 
Names are given as they appear, with corrections made in parentheses. The original Declarations are on file ri the Archives of 
the Area Research Center, Lkiiversity of W~sconsin/Green Bay. 


Name 

Birth Year 

Port 

Arrival 

Declaration 

lohn Joseph LONGPAREAU (LEMPEREUR) 

1816 

Green Bay 

June 1856 

2 July 1858 

Htterl LOOZE 

1833 

New York 

Oct 1856 

4 Nov 1858 

Pierre LOOZE 

1830 

New York 

Oct 1856 

4 Nov 1858 

John Joseph LOUIS 

1829 

Boston 

April 1856 

28 Apr 1856 

J.B LOUIS 


New York 

March 1856 

22 Apr 1856 

John Joseph LONRU 

1811 

Green Bay 

June 1856 

30 July 1856 

John B. LOUIS, Jr. 

1824 

Green Bay 

July 1856 

4 July 1856 

Chados LOWEN 

1814 

New York 

May 1856 

26 May 1856 

Serafin (Seraphin) LABAR 

1834 

New York 

May 1856 

13 Oct 1858 

J J LUMAYE 

1819 

New York 

April 1856 

9 May 1856 

I J. LUMAYE 

1836 

New York 

March 1856 

18 Apr 1856 

Anri (Henri) LURQUIN 


New York 

May 1856 

13 Oct 1856 

, MAXIME 

1808 

New York 

April 1856 

4 June 1856 

Jean Baptiste MACAUX 

1826 

New York 

Dec 1856 

24 Jan 1850 

Jacques MACAUX 

1798 

New York 

Sept 1856 

20 Oct 1858 

Marc MINIER (?) 

1830 

New York 

May 1856 

28 June 1856 

J. MAJOIS 

1832 

New York 

April 1856 

19 May 1856 

August MALFROID 

1835 

New York 

May 1850 

4 June 1858 

Edmon MALFROID 

1829 

New York 

April 1856 

20 May 1856 

Jean Baptist MALAISSE 

1826 

New York 

April 1858 

7 Aug 1856 

Edmond MARCHANT 

1835 

New York 

July 1656 

18 Aug 1856 

Joseph MARCHANT 

1835 

New York 

July 1856 

18 Aug 1856 

Louis MARCHANT 

1815 

New York 

Dec 1855 

4 Feb 1856 

Frangois MARSY (Jean Francois MASSET) 

1807 

Boston 

Ap 1856 

28 Apr 1858 

Joseph MARKEN (?) 

1828 

New York 

March 1856 

21 Apr 1856 

J.Francois MARTIN 

1810 

New York 

April 1856 

10 May 1856 

Pierre MARTIN 

1808 

Green Bay 

July 1856 

18 July 1856 

PJ. MARTIN 

1813 

New York 

Oct 1855 

19 Apr 1856 

Julien MO... Y (?) 

1831 

New York 

April 1856 

19 May 1856 

Denis MASSART 

1807 

Green Bay 

Sept 1856 

30 Sept 1856 

Jean Noel MASSET 

1832 

Boston 

April 1856 

5 June 1856 

C. MASSART 

1806 

New York 

Aug 1856 

14 Aug 1856 

Lombard MOTTAR (Lambert MOTTARD) 

1838 

New York 

Jan 1856 

26 Mar 1856 

Peter Joseph MATTY 

1797 

New York 

April 1856 

7 May 1856 

Jean Baptiste MATTOES 

1814 

New York 

April 1856 

3 May 1858 

Leo MATY 

1829 

New York 

Oct 1655 

4 Nov 1856 

Jean Joseph MAYNE 


New York 

May 1856 

5 June 1858 

JB MELON 

1813 

Green Bay 

July 1856 

1 Aug 1856 
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J. J. MELIN 

1801 

New York 

July 1856 

18 Aug 1856 

Solomon MELOCRE (MALCORPS) ? 

1813 

New York 

May 1856 

4 Sept 1856 

J. J. MERCIER 

1823 

New York 

May 1856 

16 June 1856 

Eber Joseph MIRROW (Hubert J MOREAU) 

1827 

Green Bay 

July 1858 

7 July 1858 

Leopold MESON 

1838 

Green Bay 

June 1856 

5 July 1856 

Felicien MELERA 

1835 

Green Bay 

Aug 1856 

26 Sep 1856 

Jacobus MEULEMANS 

1839 

New York 

Aug 1855 

13 Mar 1856 

N.J. MIGNON 

1818 

Green Bay 

June 1856 

3 July 1856 

C.J MIGNON 

1807 

Green Bay 

June 1856 

3 July 1856 

Jacques MINSART 

1832 

New York 

Sept 1855 

4 Nov 1856 

J MISARTE (MINSART) 

1799 

New York 

Sept 1856 

3 Jan 1857 

N.MINSART 

1806 

New York 

Sept 1856 

6 Oct 1856 

Jan Fr MACAUX 

1830 

New York 

Dec 1855 

24 Jan 1856 

Emmanuel MORIAU 

1815 

New York 

July 1855 

5 June 1856 

Antoine MOHIMONT 

1834 

New York 

Apnl 1856 

8 May 1856 

Joseph MOHIMONT 

1837 

New York 

Mar 1856 

17 Apr 1856 

J.F. MOHIMONT 

1809 

New York 

April 1856 

9 May 1856 

H. MOTT ART 

1819 

New York 

Apr 1856 

10 May 1866 

J J MONFILS 

1828 

Green Bay 

July 1856 

16 July 1658 

Armand MONFORT 

1819 

New York 

Dec 1855 

28 Apr 1856 

Justin MOORISE 

1806 

New York 

Apr 1856 

2 Dec 1850 

John Celestin MORRIN 

1833 

Green Bay 

July 1856 

17 July 1856 

J.B MORNARD 

1818 

Green Bay 

June 1856 

3 July 1856 

John Joseph MORSE 

1822 

New York 

Aug 1855 

19 Mar 1856 

Phillip MORRAUX 

1817 

Mackinac 

June 1856 

26 June 1856 

Baptiste Emanuel MOTTE 

1801 

New Orleans 

May 1856 

6 Sept 1856 

Auguste MOUREAU 

1834 

Boston 

April 1856 

9 May 1856 

A.J. MOUREAU 

1819 

Boston 

April 1856 

27 Apr 1856 

Andreas NACKAERTS 

1816 

Green Bay 

July 1856 

24 Jul 1856 

J. NAMUR 

1814 

New York 

April 1856 

9 May 1856 

Antoine NANIOT 

1830 

New York 

April 1856 

9 May 1856 

Marc NANIOT 

1827 

New York 

April 1856 

15 May 1656 

Prosper NAZE 

1834 

New York 

April 1856 

10 May 1856 

A. NAZE 

1809 

New York 

April 1856 

9 May 1856 

John Baptiste NAZE 

1815 

New York 

July 1658 

28 July 1856 

Bartoleme NEGRY 

1809 

New York 

Oct 1856 

20 Oct 1856 

Jean Philippe NELIS 

1833 

New York 

Nov. 1855 

22 Apr 1856 

Pierre NELIS 

1817 

New York 

April 1856 

8 May 1856 

Nicolas Joseph NEUVILLE 

1828 

New York 

Sept 1856 

23 Sept 1856 

John Baptist NICHELES (?) 

1810 

New York 

March 1856 

26 Mar 1856 


Belgians Onboard of the Titanic 

Referring to our article in Laces Vol 20 # 75 by Pierre lnghels, we received a response from (whom else but..) Georges Picavet 
from Kruibeke, Belgium. There are a few differences between the report we first published and the one below. In fact there 
were 23 Belgian passengers instead of 22 and Berth de Villers is listed as Berthe Mayne. Georges sent us the following 
information: “/ owe this material to my daughter Kassandra.fKassandra.Picavet@ping.be) who is preparing a study on the 
Belgian emigrants on board the RMS Titanic” 

http://belgium.rootsweb.eom/migr/ships/t/ship titanic 19120400.html 


Jacob BIRNBAUM 

Victor VAN DER CRUYSSEN 

Rosalie GOVAERT 

Leon HAMPE 

Catharina VAN IMPE 

Jan Baptist VAN IMPE 

Georges KRINS 

Rene LIEVENS 

Bertha MAYNE 

Guillaume DE MESSEMAEKER 


Diamond trader 
Flax worker 
Age 30 

Age 10 
Age 36 
violonist 
Day worker 
Lyric artist 


Resided Antwerp 

Born Zwevezele 12 Oct 1865 

Resided Kerksken 

Resided Westrozebeke 

Daughter of Jan Baptist VAN IMPE 

Resided Kerksken ; Husband of Rosalie GOVAERT 

Born in France; Resided in Liege, where he had studied 

Born Heldergem 18 Oct 1887 - Resided Heldergem 

Born 1887 - Resided Brussels - Passenger 1st class, Survivor 

Born ca 1876 - From Wilsele - Resided in Glasgow, Montana. 
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Emma DE MESSEMAEKER Wife of Guillaume (it is doubtful that her maiden name was DE MESSEMAEKER) 

Emelia Maria VAN DE MOORTELE Lace maker Born Pittem 10 Dec 1880 - Resided Zwevezele 

Wife of Julius VAN DER PLANCKE 

Theodoor DE MULDER Workman Born Nederhasselt 15 Sep 1881- Resided Aspelare - 

d. Herzele 19 Apr 1954 - Survivor. Eventually returned to Belgium. 


Alphonse DE PELSMAEKER 

Augusta Maria VAN DER PLANCKE Lace maker 


Julius VAN DER PLANCKE Workman 


Leo Edmondus VAN DER PLANCKE, Wood worker 


Julius SAP 

Joannes Baptiste SCHEERLINCK Seasonal worker 

Leo VAN DEN STEEN Baker's son 

Joannes Joseph VAN DE VELDE House weaver 
Camille Carolus WAEYAERT 1 Butcher 
Nestor VAN DE WALLE, 

Camille WITTEVRONGEL 


Born Kerksken 29 Sep 1895 
Born Zwevezele 30 dec 1893 - Resided Zwevezele 
Sister of Julius VAN DER PLANCKE, and of 
Leo Edmondus VAN DER PLANCKE. 

Born Zwevezele 07 Feb 1881 - Resided Zwevezele 

Brother of Leo Edmondus VAN DER PLANCKE, and of 

Augusta Maria VAN DER PLANCKE 

Husband of Emelia Maria VAN DE MOORTELE 

Born Zwevezele 17 Sep 1896 - Resided Zwevezele 

Brother of Julius VAN DER PLANCKE, 

and of Augusta Maria VAN DER PLANCKE 

Age 25, Resided Zwevezele, Survivor. Eventually returned to 

Belgium. 

b. 26 Jan 1883 - Resided Haaltert - Survivor. Eventually 
returned to Belgium. 

b. Heldergem 06 Jul 1883 - Resided Heldergem 

b. Denderhoutem 04 Aug 1878 - Resided Denderhoutem 

b. Zarren 13 Feb 1869 - Resided Damme, Prov. of W. Flanders 

Born Westrozebeke 23 Sep 1883 

Born Westrozebeke 1875 - Resided Westrozebeke 


The “Lucky” ones who were rejected at Southampton 
Emma DUYVEJONCK, age 17, 

Henri VAN DER STEEN, age 22 

Both had arrived via Harwich on a vessel of GE Railway Co. 


Rene Magritte 

(1898-1967) 

http://www.abcgallerv.eom/M/magritte/magrittebio.html 

Rene Magritte was born on the 21st November, 1898 in Hainaut, Belgium. 
His father was a tailor and a merchant. As his business did not go well the 
family had to move often. Rene lost his mother early and tragically - she 
committed suicide for unclear reasons. Rene was only 14 years old at the 
time. 

From 1916 through 1918 Magritte studied in the Royal Academy of Arts in 
Brussels (Academie Royale des Beaux-Arts). He became a wallpaper 
designer and commercial artist. His early painting works were executed 
under the influence of the Cubism and Futurism (1918-20), then he was 
inspired by the Purists and Fernand Leger. In 1922 Magritte married 
Georgette Berger, with whom he first became acquainted when fifteen years 
old. After meeting again in 1920, she became his model and then wife. 

The acquaintance with Giorgio de Chirico's Pittura Metafisica 
(Metaphysical Painting) and Dadaistic poetry constituted an important artistic turning-point for Magritte. In 1925 he came 
close with a group of Dadaists and co-operated in the magazines Aesophage and Marie, together with E.L.T. Mesens, Jean Arp, 
Francis Picabia, Schwitters, Tzara and Man Ray. 

In 1926 Magritte painted The Lost Jockey, it is his first painting that he allowed to be labeled as "Surrealist". After his first, 
badly-received, one-man show in Brussels in 1927, he left for Paris. In 1927-30 Magritte lived in France, where he participated 
in the activities of the Surrealists, establishing a close friendship in particular with Max Ernst, Dali, Andre Breton and 
especially with Paul Eluard. In Paris, Magritte's system of conceptual painting was formed, it remained almost unchanged until 



1 It is uncertain whether he was actually on board of the Titanic since he is not mentioned in any passenger list. In a letter to his 
family he confirms that he arrived safely in the United States. Survivor. 
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the end of his life. His painting manner, intentionally dry and academic, "polished in the technical sense" (p. 18 Magritte. By 
Marcel Paquet. Taschen. 1992) with precise and clean draughtsmanship demonstrated a paradoxical ability to depict 
trustworthy an unreal, unthinkable reality. 

Magritte was fond of philosophy and literature. Many of his paintings reflect his impressions of literature works, illusions and 
philosophical metaphors. 

In the 1950s Magritte executed two fresco cycles: The Enchanted Realm for a casino in Knokke-le-Zut (1953) and The 
Ignorant Fairy (1957) for the Palais des Beaux-Arts in Charleroi. These monumental compositions repeat the motifs of his 
previous paintings. In his last year Magritte began to make sculptures of his painted images, developing the theme of 
correlation of mental and material realities. 

After Magritte died of cancer at the age of 69, August 15, 1967 in Brussels, his widow offered to sell fifty of his most famous 
pictures to the Belgian state at a bargain price. To the everlasting shame of the Belgian authorities, they temporized for so long 
that she changed her mind and sold most of them instead on the commercial market. Belgian public galleries consequently 
ended up with only ten of them. Thanks to the retrospective, the great majority of these pictures could be seen together, perhaps 
for the last time. 


More than Mussels. Waffles and Chocolate 

Gastronomically, Belgium is undoubtedly in the top league. 
The city of Brussels alone boasts no fewer than 25 
restaurants awarded stars by the prestigious Michelin guides 

- more than any other city in the world apart from Pads, 
which is 10 times its size. Other Belgian cities, such as 
Antwerp, Bruges, and Ghent, also have no shortage of 
starred establishments, and indeed every town, quarter, and 
large village boasts one or more eating places of high 
quality, as well as an amazing variety of pubs, cafes, and 
Nstros. Virtually every national cuisine is on offer in 
Brussels - from French, Italian, Spanish, and Chinese to 
African, Arab, Indonesian, Korean, Mongolian, Thai, 
tibetan, and even North American food. Yet the visitor is 
best advised to sample the rich diversity of Belgian national 
dishes. These may be eaten anywhere in the country, but 
perhaps most distinctively in the run-down, but piduresque, 
area of central Brusseds, known as the Marolles, The site of 
the citvs daily flea market. Here in inexpensive 
establishments, such as Au P'tit Chien (a pun on the 
optician’s shop it used to be), Le Breughel (named after the 
painter who lived nearby), and Au Steker lapatte, the very 
best of Belgian dishes are served, invariably in generous 
helpings. The dishes are based on locally produced products 

- oysters, mussels, eels, and sole from the North Sea; trout 
from the Belgian rivers: pate, smoked ham, and game from 
the Ardennes: and vegetables such as celery, chicory (or 
witloof) Brussels sprouts, and tomatoes; as well as hot house 
grapes, grown extensively in Flanders and on the Brussels 
periphery. Many Belgian dishes are cooked in beer, which 
also is a prized national product with early 100 breweries 
producing an enormous quantity and variety of specialized 
beers. 

Among popular dishes are waterzooi (fish or chicken 
simmered in a vegetable broth), anguilles au vat (eel in herb 
sauce), lapin au chou (rabbit cooked with new cabbages), 
and oie a l’instar de Vise (goose first boiled, then fried in a 
garlic-flavored sauce) . The most popular Belgian dish of all 
is mussels with French fries. This can be prepared in dozens 
of different ways - the favorites being movies au vin blanc 
(similar to the French movies marinieres, but with the 
addition of celery), movies A la biere (cooked in beer), and 
movies au navigateur (mussels au seafarer) - an Antwerp 
specialty in which curry powder is included among the 
ingredients. 


The meals are usually concluded with a sample of the rich 
Belgian chocolates known as pralines served with a good 
cup of coffee. These may also be bought in boxes and am a 
very acceptable present to bring back to one’s family or 
friends or to present to the hosts at a dinner party. The three 
main brands are Godiva, Neuhaus, and Leonidas. The latter 
are the best buy, just as tasty as the rival brands but much 
cheaper. Finally Belgium is renowned for its gauffres - or 
waffles - which are on sale at street stalls in every town and 
serve as a handy midday snack. - (Dick Leonard in “Europe” 
Summer 1997) 

The National Institute of Statistics published its research 
results for 1997 Belgium counts 10.170 million inhabitants: 
4,972 million men and 5,198 million women. Among the 
working-age population 80.6% men are involved in 
professional activities versus only 40.9% women. 
Unemployment stands at 8.9% and among those 43.9% have 
been unemployed for more than two years. - From L’Echo 
Feb 25, 98 

The Unicorn Tapestries 

John D. Rockefeller made a gift of this enigmatic set of wail 
hangings to the Metropolitan Museum in 1935, where it was 
installed in the Cloisters, the uptown branch of the Met 
devoted to Medieval Art. From the time of the tapestries’ 
rediscovery in a barn as “curtains’, with which a peasant 
covered his potatoes in the 1850’s, they have entered the 
modem world as icons of a distant past, vailed in mystery. 
The seven separate images tell the story of the capture of a 
unicorn by a royal hunting party. Scholars have debated their 
mythical meaning over the years. Wbat is the role of the 
mysterious maiden in the story? 

Are the tapestries meant to be a Christian allegory, an 
allegory of mariage, or something altogether different? - 
While the Cloisters are undergoing renovation this summer, 
the tapestries are temporarily installed in the main brand, of 
the Metropolitan Museum. No matter what the setting, these 
hangings have fascinated viewers since they were first 
created by unknown hands in Brussels, Belg., in the 16th 
century. 

Through September 6 - St Ave at 82nd St. New York. ml. 
5357710 
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American College at Leuven, Assesses Program 
The American College of Leuven, located at the world’s 
oldest Catholic university in Leuven. Belgium (established 
1425), has begun a self-study aimed at a new development 
plan. 

The college, founded in 1857, is one of two US. national 
seminaries abroad. The other is the North American College 
in Rome, established in 1859. The American College at 
Leuven currently has 20 seminarians, 20 priests doing 
graduate studies in philosophy or theology and about 15 
priests there on sabbaticals. 

When the college was founded, the United States was still a 
mission territory and most of the students were European 
seminarians preparing for missionary work in the United 
States. After World War I, when the US. mission and status 
was changed, the focus of the college shifted and it became a 
place bishops would send US. seminarians for formation and 
university studies abroad. 

In the 1960s the university, which was founded in 1425 was 
split into two institutions because of Belgian concern that the 
country’s Flemish language and culture was in danger of 
disappearing under the growing influence of French- 
epitomized in the dominance of French at the country's most 
prestigious institute of higher learning. 

Now the Catholic University of Leuven, with courses taught 
in Flemish, occupies the original campus in Leuven - A few 
miles to the south a completely new university city was 
built, called Louvain-la-Neuve, for the French speaking 
Catholic University of Louvain (simply the French name for 
the Flemish city Leuven) 

The Priest with the “MIDAS TOUCH” 

In 1862, shortly after aniving in Portland from Belgium, 
Father Leopold Diel(e)man met with Archbishop Francis 
Norbert Blanchet and was assigned to the town of Salem, 
which had a population of 900 people and no church. The 
absence of a church building did not dampen the spirits of 
the energetic young priest. 

He proceeded to build the first Catholic church in the city 
and organize a parish, using his favorite form of 
transportation riding horseback He rode from farm to farm in 
the widespread Oregon territory, visiting each parishioner 
and knowing each by name. After the church was built 
another enterprise sparked his interest and zeal. He built a 
school and convent for the Sisters of the Holy Name of Jesus 
and Maria to conduct the first Catholic school in Salem. 
Leopold Dieleman, the 7 th of 12 children whose father was 
on the military staff of General Napoleon, was born in the 
city of Ghent, Belgium, Jan.30,1833. When still a young 
boy, Leopold aspired to the military life of his adored father. 
His mother, knowing the heartbreak of long periods of 
loneliness in the absence of a military husband, dissuaded 
her son from such ambitions. At his mothers persuasion, 
Leopold looked to the church for guidance. His parish priest 
sent him to Roulers, France to study for the priesthood. 
Leopold met Father Blondell, also a Beigian priest from 
America, who was recruiting young seminarists for the 
Catholic Church's work in the far western missions in 
America. The boy resolved to dedicate his life to this work. 


Leopold completed the course ri Roulers in six years and 
entered the American College at Leuven. In June 1861 he 
was ordained in the American College for the Oregon 
Archdiocese. 

After a short visit to his family. Father Dieleman left Sept. 
13, 1862 by ship for America. He sailed by way of Panama 
up to San Francisco. Here he awaited another ship going up 
the Pacific Coast to Astoria and then up the Columbia River 
to Portland, where he arrived Oct.31.1862. 

After the wonders he worked in Salem, the attention of the 
archdiocese was now on the zealous priest from Belgium. 
He was a church-, school-, and convent builder. No task 
seemed too difficult for him. His abilities were recognized 
by Archbishop Blanchet. 

In 1871 he was sent to Eastern Oregon, where he had 
already ministered several years eaulier (from baptismal 
records in Canyon City / John Day in the 1860’s). In 1871 he 
started a church building in Baker City, which was the first 
house ot worship erected in that town. Baker City later 
became and still is the see of the Diocese east of the 
Cascades. His district now extended through wild, unsettled 
land from Northern California and Nevada to Idaho and 
Eastern Oregon where he rode horseback or walked many a 
lonely mile through dangerous, unsettled country, 
performing his duties, celebrating Mass in pioneer homes 
wherever he could gather a few families. 

There was another “first” for Father Dieleman’s activities in 
Baker-City: on the 4th of August 1872, he married J.J. 
Graham, a Catholic of Baker County and Ann Peyton, who 
was not a Catholic, nor a baptized Christian. The records 
show that the dispensation of “disparitas cultus” had to be 
obtained. Disparitas cultus - disparity of worship - is an 
impediment that renders invalid any attempt at marriage 
between a Catholic and an unbaptized person, unless a 
dispensation has been obtained. 

Everywhere he went, this priest with the “Midas Touch” left 
a new - often the first - church building. 

He tended to the spiritual needs of the pioneers and miners 
in the sparsely settled West. 

In 1879, Father Dieleman was called to Astoria, where the 
new St. Mary - Star of the Sea Church was unfinished. With 
his accustomed manner of taking care of things, Dieleman 
noted that There was considerable indebtedness on the 
parish books. It was $1,000 to be exact, a tidy sum in those 
days. The priest set about wiping out that debt, which he did 
in less than two years, as well as completing the church 
building. 

A good number of Irish immigrants dwelt 12 miles outside 
Astoria in the remote area of Olney and Jewell. Father 
Dieleman traveled the 12 miles on horseback. 

Since there was a river to cross and no bridge. Father 
Dielran and his horse crossed it using a scow on cables. The 
priest carried the Mass supplies in two saddle bags. He 
brought two brass candle sticks and beeswax candles, a 
homemade black cross with a brass corpus and sign, his 
chalice and pix. and his vestments. The altar was a white 
desk. 

In all, he would serve in Astoria, Oregon for 30 years. On 
April 6 th , 1907, the Astoria Daily Budget carried a front¬ 
page obituary for 74 year-old Father Dieleman that read: 
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“He was a true philanthropist and those whom he aided in a 
material way in times of illness or adversity, a legion ... 
Catholic and protestant alike morn the loss. ” 

Evelyn L. Hankel - in the “Catholic Sentinel" Jan.12, 1998. 
Submitted by Dolores DeYoung-Fallon 

ANTWERPEN -1999 

THE YEAR or ANTOON VAN DYCK 


VAN DYCK 1999 I 
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Arts) in Antwerp. 

http://beelden.antwerpenopen.be/websites/vandyck/EN/inde 

x.htm 

From 15 May to 15 August 1999 Antwerp will lavishly 
celebrate the 400 th anniversary of the birth of its second 
famous son Antoon Van Dyck (Peter Paul Rubens remains 
its #1 son!) Various exhibits are alrsady commissioned, 
among these a very first public showing of Van Dyck’s 
prints. Because of the fragil condition of the 400 year-old 
paper, these prints have been stored in airtight conditions. 
There will also be an exhibit of his landscape drawings. 
These too will be shown for the first time to the general 
public. For the large exhibit only a certain number of 
visitors will be allowed each hour. 

Reservations can be made by phone. 

MUSKRATS THREATEN DIKES 

From The Daily Herald (Palatine, IL Aug.29 1997) 

Subm. by Jean Duwez 

Millions of muskrats are threatening the security of the dikes 
in the Netherlands. Each year they burrow out hundreds of 
thousands of tons of sand from the earthen dikes the Dutch 
use since medieval times to protect their towns from 
flooding 

Across the lush lowland echoes a triumphant “Yes!” Within 
seconds, a furry carcass lands with a thud atop the dike. 
“There,” says Jaap de Wit, one of 500 government-hired 
muskrat trappers, “one less rat to make holes in the dike”. 
The latest threat to the Netherlands’ vast system of medieval 
levees that protect two-thirds of the country from 
submersion isn’t erosion or even old age: It’s the incessant 
tunneling of Muskrats “Muskrat Love?”. Here, it’s more 


like muskrat hate. ‘This is a war we cannot win. But if we 
didn't do This, we’d have a disaster in the whole of Holland 
on our hands.” said Brand Klijnsfla, one of 40 official 
‘muskrat fighters’ in the central province of Utrecht. 

For centuries, the Dutch have paid careful attention to their 
earthen dikes, some of which date to the Middle Ages. The 
watch has taken on new urgency since 1995, when wide 
spread flooding of the Man, Waal and Rhine Rivers forced 
the evacuation of 250,000 people. The dikes survived, but 
inspectors identified dozens of weak points, prompting the 
government to speed up a $1.4 billion repair and 
reinforcement plan. So, it is “zero tolerance” when it comes 
to the insidious and prolific muskrat, which thrives in the 
Netherlands’ hundreds of thousands of miles of waterways. 
There are even muskrat hot lines, part of a $15 million a year 
effort to Thin them out. By tunneling beneath the dikes, it’s 
possible at any minute that a dike could break and unleash 
floodwaters capable of devastating destnjction” said Ton 
Tempels, who supervises trapping in the Utrecht region. 

‘It only takes a few rats in one area to destroy a dike - and 
we have rr~llions, he said. 

The varmints have been gnawing on the dikes since soon 
after a Czech count brought six of them from North America 
to the Netherlands in 1908. He released them and - with no 
natural predators - they lived in the abundant wet lands. One 
pair can produce up to 50 babies a year, and by midsummer 
those bom in spring are bearing their own young. Within 10 
years, naturalists say, there were several million. In addition 
to making Swiss cheese of the dikes - a single Dutch 
muskrat digs out about IS wheelbanows of sand each year— 
The tunnels can collapse beneath The weight of a tractor. 
Last year, a Rotterdam farmer drowned in a silty canal when 
his combine hit a muskrat hole and flipped. 

Flooding, though, is the biggest worry. When muskrats 
tunneled completely through a dike in South Holland 
recently, water spurted out and emerpency personnel 
frantically patched it before it could give way completely. 
The noticeable dips in paved roads atop muskrat-infested 
dikes have even convinced most animal rights activists of 
the need for the annual kill-off. Last year alone, trappers 
using neck-breaking steel traps killed 326,893 muskrats. 
Trappers walk 300 miles a year, carrying 45-pound packs 
stuffed with traps, and slog through bone-chilling water, 
stinging nettles and quicksand-like mud. 

“When we catch The last muskrat, we’d be able to stop,” 
Klijnstra said from atop a windswept dike. “Which means 
we’ll probably never stop.’ 
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CARNIVAL and OMMEGANG 

By Leen Inghels 

As in the two previous issues of Laces 1998 we dedicate an 
articde to folklore in Belgium, as it has survived for 
generations, passed onto us through centuries of strive and 
tribulations, through wars and foreign occupations. It seems 
befitting to once more situate BELGIUM in the context of a 
cenmal European territory a cross point of cultures. 

Dr. Albeit d’Haenens, Professor at the University ot Louvain- 
La-Neuve Belgium, sees Belgium as a fringe area, a border 
land, comparable to the margin of a letter, of a book, Nanco, 
without much say about how large or wide tie margin can be. 
This is decided by other factors; a margin is a result, a 
convenience. Wilt, Belgium one could say that it is a similar 
“result” Since deep in Medieval times the tettttory with we 
call Belgium today, was a fringe ama, dependent on the 
actors and moods of neighboring territories and rulers. 
Because of its geographical situation it is especially 
vulnerable to aggression, penetration and occupation 
Therefore the earliest recorded history is a history of 
occupations, starting with The Romans, later Spain, the terror 
of the French... for this century, the two tenible World Wars 
and — skip many in between! 

But in spite of these continuous and varied foreign 
occupations the population has stubbornly resisted to give up 
its individuality its traditions, many of which were shaped by 
the historical facts themselves. One could say that especially 
because of these hardships the population had found and 
developed its individuality; through apparent compromise, it 
found its solace in traditions. Those gave them the 
opportunity to spoof at the occupants and the hardships; it 
gave them the strength to endure, maybe it even meant their 
very survival through the show of community solidarity. 

The past lives on in folklore, pure and simple, untouched by 
fflO development of society, of learning and welting. Writing 
only represents an arbitrary paradigm to organize and stucture 
relations. Folklore represents am- oral relationship between 
men. Things and happenings. It represents the experience, the 
partaking, the step by step acquaintance with the “happening” 
from childhood on in the bosom of the family to the social 
environment, without interference from outside, without the 
“artificial, codified means” of official education. 

And this brings us then to the traditional festivities, especially 
carnival and other worldly happenings in that wonderful little 
country we call OURS”. It was a very difficult task to decide 
where to go first and what to choose for this article, the 
documentation is full of enticing reports about events around 
the country That should be mentioned here, but space is 
limited and 1 picked and d,oso 

“Carnivar” from the Latin “came” = meat, flesh - and 
“val” = “vale” = an earlier form “levare” = to remove, to take 
leave of. Thus: “came-levare” = to remove all meat (and flesh 
too). It became “Mardi Gras” = literally “Fat Tuesday” a day 
of merrymaking, feasting, masquerading and everything 
goes’ before restrictions of Lent, the good-bye to pleasures of 
meat and flesh. - If this does not sound very ‘Christian like”, 
you’re right. The tradition of the sounds and spectacles of the 
carnival date back to pagan times, when at mid-winter the 


populations believed to be able to scare away The spirits of 
winter, of cold and dealti by masquerading through the fields 
and the villages, beating drums, pots and pans, lids with 
wooden sticks or spoons ... calling for the return of the life- 
giving light and warmth of spring. 

Not only in Belgium do we find such representations of the 
fusion between Pagan and Christian rites; all over Europe, 
yes even in the New Worlds (Rio de Janeiro, New Orleans) 
these traditions live on, one with more, the other with less 
activities steeped in the earliest history of the western 
hemisphere. 

In Europe, the Carnival of Basel Switzerland, to mention but 
one is another dear example of the pagan Yr~d-winter 
festivity In Belgium the history of “Vastenavond feesten” or 
the Festivities of the Eve of Lent, has gone through many 
tribulations many ups and downs, depending on who was 
ruling the country. Thus, during the Spanish occupation most 
mascarades and dress up traditions were forbidden. But each 
time the population had a chance to rear its head again, the 
festivities were re-instated with The addition of one or the 
other spoof at the just retreated occupation. Today there are 
carnivals again in Brugge, Ostende, Ath, Dunkirk (France), 
Charleroi, Aalst, Ronse, Aarschot, Stavelot, Malmedy, Fosse- 
la-Ville and I’m sure I’m missing quite a few!!! 

In Gerardsbergen. on the first Sunday of Lent, the authorities 
of Church as well as the City Fathers go to the “Oudenberg” 
in order to drink the “Erewijn” or the Wine of Honor; in this 
wine swim real life little fish... This tradition goes back to 
1398 (a mere 700 years!!) After this toast, “krakelingen” (a 
type of pretzel) are thrown out into the crowd. One of these 
is a golden krakeling. Whoever finds the golden one is of 
course prodaimed King or Queen of the day. 

In Hamme the name of the Carnival organizers is de Wuiten, 
name given to the Flemish Jay (a Flemish Jay is related to our 
Blue Jay or Stellers Jay, but has gold and black plumage, the 
Flemish colors). The name refers to the ‘interesting legend of 
“the talking Jay”. The legend : an inhabitant of Hamme (East 
Flanders) had tamed a Flemish Jay, a Wuiten, and taught it to 
speak. But during the invasion of he plundering and burning 
Vikings, the jay in its cage was stolen. The new owners had 
little pleasure of the stolen bird because it refused to speak. 
But, years later, after many miles of wanderings with its 
captors, it mysteriously returned to Hamme. Upon 
recognition of the church tower, the Wuiten started to talk up 
a storm .... sometimes to the spite of its owners. 

Several communities still bum “Mr. Winter" in the midwinter 
festivals. The origin of this tradition too, is lost in the night of 
time ... Each year on the first Sunday of Lent in the town of 
Bouge. In the Ardennes, for instance, this very old tradition 
is practiced with enthusiasm, the Fraternity of “Le Grand 
Feu” (the great fire) keeps this interesting and pleasant 
tradition alive. The bright red costume of its members has 
somewhat the shape of our South’s KKK: long dress with 
masked hood. 

The “Grand Allumeur (the great fire lighter) is dressed in 
black with red trims, with in one hand a Neptune’s fork and 
in the other the stick with which he will light the fire. ‘Mr. 
Winter has to bum real fast, in order not to bring bad luck 
over the village or town. Therefore the pyre is built with care. 
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According to ancient believes, these great fires warrant good 
harvests and chase the evil spirits of Winter away, 
simultaneously bringing good luck to all who watch the 
proceedings.... 

One of the most popular and best known festivals in Belgium 
is The 


Carnival of Binche 



Binche is a small town in the heart of Hainaut. During the 
year it is a slow, sluggish, listless town, asleep within its 
medieval walls. From March through December nothing 
seems to disturb its slumber. But then, little by little, nearly 
unnoticeable the town seems to awaken. One senses that 
something important is about to happen, that the time of the 
Gille has come... There is so much conjecture about the 
origin of this character, his dress, his plumage, that I don’t 
want to go into it. One interesting theory is tat it is a 
representation of the Incas, after descriptions by Columbus of 
the natives he had encountered in The new world he had 
discovered. However, the first mention of The Carnival de 
Binche is 1394 ... 92 years before the discovery of America. 
Of course this could have influenced the development of the 
costumes, and the feathered hats. 

The Gille is the hero of the feast, whose monument stands 
next to the collegiate church; his pictures and even ex-votos 
are to be found everywhere: his cultus tools (broom, mask, 
wooden shoes, basket,...) are preciously preserved in each 
home by each family. He’s the “shaman” and the focus point 
of the whole affair, obeying and adhering closely and 
earnestly to The rules and regulations set forth by an age old, 
unwritten tradition. 

Carnival lasts three days in Binche Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday before Lent. It is the oldest and most authentic 
carnival in Belgium (first mentioned in 1394!) Sunday s the 
day for the dressed up and often masked “mam’zelles” (the 
spinsters, men dressed as women, including all the finery...); 
Monday is the day for the youth and Tuesday (Mardi-Gras) is 
the only day that the “Gille” goes out. 

At 4.30 am the Gille solemnly dons his colorful dress at home 
assisted by wife and family members; then the “bourreur’ 
(The stuffer..?) arrives. The Gille stoops slighfly so that the 
bourreur can fill his back and chest with fresh straw to make 
him look like a hunchback. 

Everybody is seriously fulfilling his task, a ritual handed 
down trough the ages. Outside it’s cold and dart, it’s the end 
of February. 


Once readied for the day, he steps outside where his drummer 
awaits him. He finds the step as given by the eerie drumbeats. 
Other Gilles turn up. Soon by twos and threes they follow the 
drummers proudly and self-assured. By daybreak between 
600 and 700 Gilles are gathered at the market place. They do 
not yet wear their headdress of ostrich feathers in the 
morning, but only wear a bonnet and a strange looking mask 
with a pair of small green glasses, long orange whiskers, 
eyebrows and mustache, each one incognito... 

To see this large, anonymous group of masked Gilles, 
dancing with their wooden shoes emphasizing the rhythm of 
the drums, according to rules and steps dictated by an age old 
fradition, is an experlenoe in itself. The sights and the sounds 
enter your whole being, you feel it in your bones, in your 
muscles, in your very inners. In the afternoon they will 
remove the mask and regroup, accompanied by citizens 
dressed as sailors and peasants to form the “grand parade”. 
Only for a few hours will the Gilles wear the enormous 
feathered hat, weighing about 7 pounds and held in place by a 
eater strap under The chin and a large hat pin. By the time 
they reach the market place again, over one thousand dancers, 
all from Binche partake in the exuberance under a rain of 
oranges thrown from the baskets that are part of the Gille’s 
attire. Later at night and illuminated by Bengal fire and 
accompanied by the noise of the explosions of fireworks, the 
Gilles continue their dancing according to the obsessing 
drumbeats and the monotonous clip-clap of the wooden 
shoes. The whole market place projects sights, sounds and 
lights like from a different era, a different planet. The masses 
continue Their dancing and frolicking, until it is pure 
exhaustion that marks the time to go home. 

The inhabitants of Binche passionately love their carnival. It 
takes an imminent place in their lives. Mardi-Gras represents 
the apotheoses of a profane feast that has been prepared for 
during several months. Barely after The roll of the drums, the 
clip-clop of The wooden shoes, and the ringing of the bells 
cease, the town returns to its apparent quiet “train- train de 
vie” with the dawn of Ash-Wednesday. However, not long 
after Ash-Wednesday the Gilles and The drummers start to 
practice for the next feast, because four weeks before carnival 
the Gilles parade through town, twice with their drummers 
and twice with their band. The practice parades are called the 
“Soumonces”. probably from the Latin “soubmittere” to put 
in a state of submission, return to obedience. Our Little 
Robert dictionary also lists under sounttereu: to expose one to 
an action, which one will have to endure .... like an athlete 
has to endure practice before a match!! 

It has to be pointed out, that The Gille can belong to several 
different local dubs and associations, but he has to reside in 
Binche and cannot dance in any other community nor at any 
other occasion unless by communal decision! The “Gilles” 
who appear in other communities and at other festivities, 
even abroad, are NOT the real “Gilles de Binche! 

When in Binche, do not miss a visit to The International 
Museum of Carnival and Masks (barely two blocks from the 
Grand’Place). displaying, explaining and discussing carnival 
costumes from around the world. The exhibits are well 
presented, thought inspiring and handsomely displayed on 
wax figures. It is well worth a side tip, even if your original 
itinerary was not to take you to Binche. 
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The Ommegang 
http://www.ommegang.be/ 

The word is of Flemish origin, meaning “to walk around’ - 
to walk around a previously established route, a circuit. In 
medieval times there were about as many Ommegangs as 
There were communities and parishes. In Brussels there 
were three major Ommegangs, the one from St. Gooriks, 
Iron, St. Michael’s (the Cathedral) and from St. John. The 
one from the Sablon is mentioned for the first time “only” in 
1369, but this is the one to survive and ultimately became 
the famous “Brussels Ommegang”. 

The origin of this festivity is also to be found in pagan tiles 
of making magic circles around homes, villages and fields in 
order to drive out evil. The Christianizing of the event 
changed slightly the meaning of the activities: a “walk 
around was first of all a way to establish a space, to set 
borders and to have the area blessed by the Church. 
Although at the beginning it was a solemn procession, 
depicting spectacular scenes from the scriptures and legends, 
and a chance for a public adoration of The miraculous statue 
of the Virgin of the Sablon”, Through the years the 
Ommegang took a more profane dimension. With the rise of 
the middle-class. The procession soon included next to the 
clergy and the nobility, a healthy participation of ordinary 
citzens. The latter soon turned the Ommegang into a 
pageantry, a symbolic parade, a show of power and rivalry. 
Ever more elements of entertainment joined Ito parade, like 
the participation of the giants which invited popular 
frolicking extravaganzas sometimes even scandals. So the 
“profane” part of the procession / parade was forbidden and 
had to be separated from the religious part.... However, 
because it represented not only a spectacular event, and 
because it had also become an economic plus with 
merchants and spectators coming from all over the counfry 
and even abroad, it survived until the late 1700s (French 
Revolution, Napoleonic wars and occupation.) The parade 
completely disappeared from the Brussels scene. The 
religious as well as the profane. It was not until 1930, that 
I The Guild of The Archers at the occasion of Their 550th 
^anniversary and the 100th birthday of Belgium, that The 
HRbmegang was reestablished. 

f As model for the revival of this long abandoned traditional 
happening, the organizers chose the Ommegang of 1549, 
when the city fathers welcomed “Keizer Karel” (the Spanish 
“Canoe Quintos” born in Ghent, Belgium in 1500), 
Ommegang of which the description surprisingly had been 
recorded and saved. 

' Today the Brussels’ Ommegang is a rich spectacle of 
historical and legendary events of the 16 th century in the 
unique setting of the Grand' Place in the center of old 
Brussels, the parade is opened by city fathers, deacons and 
representatives of the medieval guilds, wearing period dress. 

I bearing the guild banners, all on horseback, followed by the 
[ Court of Marie of Hungary, members of The order of the 
r Golden Fleece, the Court qfJCeizer Karl and finally the 
Emperor himself’, accompanied by his son Philip aid Ms 
daughter Eleonora. After thiV the parade proper Starts. There' > 
is a flag procession, a horse parade, the giants, the stilt 



walkers, and yes , There are some Gilles (!) and a variety of 
other picturesque entertainment, 

The unique setting of the Brussels Ommegang on the 
beautiful Renaissance Grand’Place, make this a world-class 
spectacle. The “Broodhuis, The City Hall and the historic, 
lavishly decorated Guild houses lent a perfect backdrop for 
the event. 

If the definition of “Folklore” also implies the total 
participation of spectators and paraders alike, then the 
Brussels Ommegang as we know it today, does not really fit 
the definition; it has become a “parade”, a historic 
pageantry, after which the spectators, many of whom are 
tourists, do not partake of the frolicking and merrymaking 
but go home, like after viewing a spectacle. 

However, what a lucky circumstance, that after having been 
forbidden, rooted out, and nearly forgotten, the Guild of The 
Archers inspired its revival at The double occasion of their 
550th anniversary and the centennial of Belgium. One more 
proof that orally transmitted tradition cannot be obliterated 
by official decrees but will live on in the memories of the 
people. 

In principle the Ommegang takes place on the first Thursday 
of July. Certainly a “must see”, for anyone who happens to 
be in Belgium in July!! 


Oppi5i Bruxeflensis 
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THE SAGA OF ISADORE DE MAN and FAMILY— 

by his daughter Alice 

Isidorius William De Man, bom 29 June 1874 in Calloo, 
East Flanders, the son of Eduardus and Sophia Coolsens; 
died in Calgary 1956. He was a grain buyer, also was a 
licensed harness racer and kept his license until 1948. He 
married Alma Sandman in 1900 in, Douglas, AK. Alma was 
born in 1881 and died in 1951 in Calgary, Canada. He 
emigrated with his parents round 1880 to Republic MI 
together with his brothers and sisters : Clothilda (b.26 Jan 
1873); Leonia (b 10 Mar 1875); Fetus (b. 23 Augl878); all 
born in Calloo, Belgium. Three more children were born in 
Marquette: Frank (b 21 Nov. 1882): Adolph (b 8 Oct 1885) 
and Joe (b. 23 May 1887). 

lsadore and Alma had five children Alice (b 1901); Blanche 
(b. 1904); Edward (b. 1905), Raymond (b. 1906) and Alfred 
(b. 1912) 

Fate played its card for my father to decide to migrate to 
Canada from Douglas Island, Alaska; consequently we 
anived in Macleod July 1 st 1903. His group consisted of my 
father and mother (Alma) with their family, (Alice and 
Blanche) and also the youngest members of Mother’s 
family: Mary. Thomas and John Sandman. Father made 
arrangements with a driver of the local livery stable to 
transport us to his sister’s and her husband's farm - that of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Venne. We lived with them until the 
following summer, when our own home was erected on the 
southwest quarter of Sec. 30. Twp. 10, Rge. 25, which is 
presently owned by Ralph Poelman. 

The earliest part of the history was compiled from my 
father’s files with help from my cousin, Annie Venne 
Fowler, as I was only 17 months of age on arrival in Alberta. 
At that time we were known as settlers of the North West 
Territories. Sorrie time later a post office at Leavings gave 
us easier access to the rest of the world. The name was later 
changed to Granum - probably when we became a province 
in 1905 or when the C.P.R. extended its railroad. 

My parents had no farming experience (my father had 
worked at mining jobs from his early yeats, first coal- and 
later gold mining in Douglas, AK) but they were able to 
make a success of their homestead, and 1 often think of how 
resourceful all the settlers must have been to make progress 
on arid which had been used as range land for cattle. My 
father purchased four gray range horses in Montana and with 
the aid of my mother and with considerable difficulty they 
were “broken” into very fine domesticated animals. My 
parents became so attached to these horses and felt they 
owed so much to them that they were never sold and when 
old age finally anived they were put out to pasture and 
recejved special care in winter. 

My brother, Edward, was born in 1905 and Raymond in 
1908. I remember my Aunt Johanna (Mrs. Venne) was in 
attendance. In good time she had us sit on the floor of the 
kitchen and with her assistance she let us hold Raymond. 
She informed us it was a specdal honor to be the first to hold 
our new brother. Our Aunt Jolanna leaves so many kind 
memories. She gave children special attention at all times 
and I feel sure she had great influence on our formative 


In Memoriam 

With sadness we have to inform you about the 
passing away of our member Marcel Smeekens, 
husband of Josepha Blommaerts. He was born in 
Antwerp September 7, 1923 and passed away 
unexpectedly on vacation in Italy May 20, 1998. 

He was buried in Brasschaat, Belgium. 

“Sad but thankful for all he did for and meant to us” 
In name of all The Belgian Researchers we present 
our sincere condolences to Josepha and wish her to 
be of good courage. 


years. I treasure one material gift she gave me 67 years ago - 
a doll's wooden dresser. 

Jumbo Valley was our schoolhouse, and my sister and I 
often walked there with the Stephenson girls, as we were 
neighbors and around the same age. 

The homestead gradually afforded us a nice comfortable 
existence, but the houses built of lumber had one scourge 
that was difficuft to control, BEDBUGS.. . Each spring after 
seeding we would move to the granary for a few days while 
the home was being fumigated, but for us children this was 
an adventure. We enjoyed each event that brought some 
change in ow lives aid most of them left many pleasant 
memories, like the Christmas festivities: Santa always 
brought us homemade toys-dolls that Mother made, beds 
made for than by Father who also made wagons or 
wheelbarrows for the boys. Relatives would arrive at our 
home and then go to Aunt .Johanna's for New Year. 

Our home always seemed to be a busy place. Mary Sandman 
left to live with another sister in Portland. Oregon in 1907. 
Tom Sandman, my mother’s brother, and a progressive lad, 
raised white leg horns to finance some of his needs and he 
did like to buy us presents. I have a mutt treasured cup and 
saucer he gave me one Christmas. 

The Government supplied us with sapling trees and 
raspberry canes, so in due time we had a windbreak for our 
home and fresh berries of our own, although Mother and her 
brother Torn, often gathered berries at Willow Creek in 
season. To keep us occupied in the fall. Mother would give 
us a long string, threaded to a darning needle to go out to the 
grove and string the fallen leaves. Our reward would be a tea 
party when we returned. 

Threshing the wheat and oats became a problem for some so 
the De Man brothers purchased an engine and separator, and 
this seasonable operation went from farm to fwm to help 
with the harvest. It was always a memorable occasion for all 
involved! My father had steam engine papers so he operated 
the engine and our Uncle Peter operated the separator. How 
well do I recall the big belt which connected these machines 
and we were told to keep our distance from it. My father 
would at times let me sit on the engine and watch the 
pressure gauge. The engine burned straw and also required 
water tanks. The bundle crew and those hauling the grain all 
kept a wary eye for sparks from the engine, as the fields 
were dry and vulnerable. These hungry men were fed in each 
farm house, the wives assisting each other. 

The winter of 1906-1907 was the worst winter in the history 
of Aterta. It was called the winter of the BIG SNOW which 
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forced the range cattle to the valleys. Many lined the fences 
during the wind, too weak to enter the farmyards. 70% of the 
cattle perished from cold and hunger; many became mad 
before dying. 

When spring arrived their carcasses dotted the roadsides and 
many of The big ranchers of the foothills had to rebuild their 
herds. It was a terrible tragedy for the ranchers and farmers 
of Alberta. 

The town of Granum grew rapidly, and the Sports Day was a 
true holiday for the district. I remember receiving one of 
those wee nickels for spending money and my father sat on 
the elevated platform with the judges for the races. He kept 
up his license for harness racing until 1948. 

In the fall of 1908 my mother went on a holiday to Portland, 
Ore., to visit her relatives, by way of The Spokane flyer, 
which was the train of the era. During her absence, my father 
kept house, baked bread, cooked the meals, did the laundry 
and even braided our hair in the morning, fussing with the 
bows and telling us how lovely we looked on our way to 
school. 

He was a man who made life a game for us. 

My mother suffered from continuous headaches, which we 
now know as sinus congestion, due to the dust and wind. 
They learned of land to the northeast, which the Canadian 
Government had allotted to the Hoer War Veterans (which 
these did not accept because the nearest town, Bassano, was 
one hundred miles away, and there was no post oflice or 
communication). After seeding, my father and Pv*. Alfred 
Stephenson made plans to investigate the posstiflties there. 
With a team and democrat filled with provisions they made 
the long trip by compass much of 

the time. This land was called scrip, 320 acres for each 
person; and if you lived on a scrip for six months of the year 
and made certain improvements you received the title by 
paying $1.00 per acre. They filed on adjoining land, a half 
section for my father and one section for my mother, as she 
was to remain there while my father returned to the farm in 
Granum for the two following summers. This way we didn't 
loose out on the necessities, waiting for the new farm to 
sustain us. 

In the spring of 1910 we left Granum—the Alfred 
Stephenson family, ours. Father’s mother Sophia and three 
of his brothers: Frank, Adolph aid Joe Dc Man. We took all 
our goods and chattels packed in wagons aid buggies, and all 
the livestock in one herd. 

I am sure we must have resembled the wagon train of 
today’s movies. We lived in tents and had guards at night, 
writhe lone survivor of the group of my family who cane 
from Alaska. My mother lived to celebrate her golden 
wedding anniversary, passing away in Calgary in 1951 and 
my father died five years later. Sister Blanche passed away 
in San Francisco in 1970; Mary Sandman died six years 
earlier; Jack died in Portland. Oregon and Torn later in 
Victoria B.C. 

Ed. Note Alice De Man-Hawkins died in August 1979. in 
Calgary Canada. 

From “Leavings by Trail - Granum by Rail”- A Collection 
of Memories gathered by the Granum Historical Society. 


In Search of Constant FORTEMPS (Last 

Installment) From-Wavrensia Vol. XXXVIII 1989 #3 

by Jean Jacques GAZIAUX, 

edited and translated by Regine BRINDLE 

News from family members: 2 letters from his godmother: 

It must be said that the role of a godmother was serious 
business in those days. It was important to have a good 
godmother: someone the children could use as a model. It 
was said that the children grew up to look like their 
godmothers. 

Unfortunately we do not know who this person was in 
Constant's life, because the old church registers of 
Jauchelette mysteriously disappeared. It was customary for 
the godmother of a first-born to be his/her maternal 
grandmother, and the godfather of a first-bom to be his/her 
paternal grandfather. If this tradition was followed, Victoire 
RECOM must have been godmother to Pierre DUCAT, son 
of Alexandre and Melanie, who give their regards to 
Constant. 

Anyway, this unknown godmother must have been close to 
the FORTEMPS. With her, we can get to the heart of the 
FORTEMPS family. We find her to be at their house for 
Cousin Lucien's First communion, another son of Alexandre 
and Melanie DUCAT, born in Glimes on 20 April 1865. No 
detail about the ceremony or the party thay usually follows, 
except that the godmother became very ill. The author leans 
on the possibility that she might be the older of Honore's 2 
sisters, who both lived at some distance from Jauchelette. 
She had married Paul Philippe BICQUET, born in Alost. 
Honore does mention the chaos that accompanied her stay at 
their house. They probably had to watch their money a little 
closer. Hortense still lives with her parents along with her 3 
little girls. In any case, Honore is well award of the health 
of Constant’s little sisters. 

Lina.the eldest, just turned 7, and is recovering from the 
measles. The "other little one", is probably Ismerie, whose 
name Honore might have omitted because her birth 
coincided with Constant's departure, and who now is 2 1/2 y 
old. (Constant may not even know that there is a third one!) 

It seems that Honore knows that there are subjects best not 
mentionning. In fact, not a word is said about Constant's 
mother. Shadow cast over the 41 y old woman, whose love 
life gave her 3 daughters late in life... 

What about Victoire? Honore does not give definite news. 
He does include her in his parting words though, and even 
signs for her. He mentions two other family members: 

- he learnt of his brother, Auguste's death. Auguste, born in 
Glimes in 1814 had 8 children. In 1856, he took his family 
to Paliseul, in the Neufchateau area (Belgian province of 
Luxemburg). 

- his nephew J-B WILMET. *see above* 

Others mentionned were the Secretary, the vicar, the farmer 
DEWAET,and Paul SCHAYES and Jean Jh BOTON, 2 big 
farmers. 

Honore or the art of Being a Grandfather. 

Aside from Honore's efforts to express himself correctly in 
his letter to A.PETIT, the most important thing remains his 
message that he was passing his charge to someone else. 
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You might have been touched as my aunt and mother were. 
Maybe you also feel that Honore was feeling the burden of 
his age, and that he thought he would never again see 
Constant. 

Honore saw his daughter's son grow up; much more, this 
grandfather, who is more than a grandfather, had actively 
participated in his education. Weighed down with his grief 
since Constant's forebodingly permanent departure, yet 
reassured by the good news of his employment with A. 
PETIT, Honore sends his last will and testament-letter, 
condensed version of this man, whose earthly wisdom has 
taught him the value of things. 

My aunt and mother were also especially touched by 
childhood memories of words and gestures they remembered 
from their own grandparents. They recall the central and 
ingrained importance of showing respect to those who 
educated you, those who protected you, as well as the value 
of money that one should sweat hard to earn. 

They remember grandfathers affectionately caressing the 
children's hair. 

They also remember that pious people always gave a 
blessing by tracing a cross on your forehead. 

Honore's final adieu moved them both to tears... 

What became of the FORTEMPS who stayed in 
Belgium? Did others from Jauchelette emigrate to the 
United States after Constant? Did some go back to 
Belgium? Was contact reestablished between Constant and 
his sisters first, then between their families? What do we 
know of Constant's life in America? 

On December 27, 1877, the FORTEMPS family sell thier 
house on the chemin de la Dyme. After that it becomes 
difficult to know exactely where Honore lived out his life. 

He died in Jauchelette. during the harvest, on July 25, 1878, 
one month after his 72nd birthday. His death is witnessed 
by Theodore BAUGNIET, "friend and neighbor of the 
deceased". 

Six months later, in January 1879,his widow, Victoire, 77, 
and the youngest daughter Antoinette, 35, leave the village 
to go live in Ixelles. Victoire RECOM dies on January 24, 
1882. Nothing more is said about the other FORTEMPS 
children who had long since left Jauchelette. 

Hortense and her 3 daughters went to live in Jodoigne- 
Souveraine, probably after the sale of the house. They will 
only stay there a few years, since on April 25, 1887, they are 
back in Jauchelette, at 9 bis rue d’el copete (today's rue 
Haute). In 1893, Hortense buys a house and garden from 
Victoire SIMONART; she will live there and continue to be 
a seamstress until her death in 1909, at the age of 74. 

Constant's sisters, Lina and Leocadie will marry clerks, and 
each have one child; they would live in Brussels . Lina died 
during WWII, Leocadie in 1961. Only Ismerie (dite Julie) 
will stay in Jauchelette. She will marry Theodore Bacq 
(1864-1912), a carpenter, and will have 3 children. Leon 
BACQ will become teacher and town's secretary in 
Jauchelette. Ismerie (died in 1940) was the last FORTEMPS 
and Leon, the last descendant to live in the village. 

Fate of Other Jauchelettois emigrants to the USA. 

At the end of the 19th century, and the beginning of the 
20th, a Jauchelettois who emigrated in 1856, Jean Baptiste 


ROBIN, bom in 1828, came back to his native home, where 
many of his siblings still lived. 

After the death of his wife, in 1886, having young children, 
he goes back with Victoire SIMONART (mentionned 
above), born in Jauchelette in 1849, whom he marries in 
Concordia, Kansas, on August 8, 1888. 

We find them listed in the Jauchelette civil registers several 
times. He leaves again in 1895. He must have left his two 
youngest there,as Simeon, 12, is christened there the 
following July5. Victoire dies in Jauchelette in 1911. 
According to the ROBIN family bible, kept in the USA, by a 
descendant of Jean-Baptiste, he crossed the ocean 13 times. 
He dies in America in 1915. 

At the time of J_B ROBIN's stays, other Jauchelettois 
emigrated to the USA: 

Olivier DEBAUCHE, Adele EVRARD, Fernand and 
Eugene-Louis MARCHAL (who came back several times, 
with his son, born in Chicago). 

Relationship Chronology between the FORTEMPS. 

To our knowledge, there has been 3 stages in the relationship 
between the Belgian FORTEMPS (descendants) and their 
American cousins: 

1. following Constant's departure 

2. after WWII 

3. recently, in view of this research 

At the beginning of this project, we had the information and 
documents that Leon BACQ, Constant's nephew, born in 
1909, 4 months after the death of Hortense, his grandmother, 
provided us with. 

Leon BACQ remembered that around 1923-1924, his 
godfather, Lina's husband.who visited them regularly, 
announced that he had renewed contact with his brother-in- 
law Constant's family, in America. He had had to go 
through the Consulate to get the necessary information to get 
in touch with them. This leads us to believe that contact had 
been severed. During one of his visits to Ismerie, Leon had 
given her a big picture of her brother Constant with his 
whole family, which he had received from America. L. 
BACQ remembered that his mother kept it in her wardrobe. 
In his opinion, the wedding picture came at the same time. 
When Lina died, her sister Leocadie took over letter writing 
to America. L. BACQ knew nothing more about this 
correspondance. 

As for Honore's 3 letters, he only found out they existed 
when he sorted through the Jauchelette school house where 
he lived, as he was packing to move to Jodoigne in 1962. 
They were amongst some of his mother's papers. He did not 
know who had given them to her however. 

A few years ago, L.BACQ showed these letters and we 
decided to try and reestablish contact with the descendants 
of Constant FORTEMPS. 

Father Jean DUCAT, whom I met by chance, gave me 
Micheline GAUDETTE's address: she lives in 

Massachussets and belongs to a genealogical organisation 
which is interested in Belgian immigrants in the USA. 
Through her, I made contact with Denise FRANSAER- 
CORKE (of Watseka, Illinois) who sent me information on 
Constant's family, as well as addresses of several of his 
grandchildren. 



Belgian Laces Vol 20 #76 65 

Correspondance was then established between the eldest of except for Carl MEENTS, of Germanic roots. Carl was alos 

them, Elsie DOMAN-MEENTS, born in 1914, living in the only Lutheran (he converted to Catholicism later), 

Kankakee, Illinois. In 1984, we received a visit from one oh everyone else was Catholic. Florent NAKAERTS was also 

her nieces, Mary-Ann WESTGOR-MEENTS, born in 1946, of Belgian origins. Artur FLAGEOLE was French 

living in DeKalb, Illinois, and whom we took on a tour of Canadian, the others were French. 

her great-grandfather native town. In 1987, I also received All of Constant's grandchildren were bom while he was 

informations from Rita BOULE-KING, daughter of Anna alive, between 1914 and 1928: 5 girls: Elsie, Lucille, 

FORTEMPS, born in 1920, and living in Milwaukee, Blanche, Rita, Evelyn; 5 boys: Armand. Melvin, Eldin, 

Wisconsin. Myron, Merle. 

Constant and his family lived in the North-East of Iroquois In 1929, 7 years after his wife's death. Constant also died in 

Co., a rural area south of Chicago, in Illinois. his sleep; he was 73 . They were both buried in the Catholic 

That's where others also settled: the PETITs, his protectors, cemetery near St Jean Baptiste Catholic Church, in L'Erable, 

as well as his future in-laws. Some French Canadians, who Illinois. Constant's wish that his 3 single daughters be 

owned 80 acres in Martinton. allowed to live in their parents'house. However it was 

Their first child was bom one and a half year after they were necessary to sell 13 acres to pay off some debt. Mabel's 

married. Constant was naturalized in 1884. In 22 years, husband . John LEMENAGER worked the land, paying 1/2 

they give birth to 9 girls. These will help their parents build of the profit to the 3 sisters-in-law, who also raised cows and 

their house, in Ashkum, about 7 miles West of L'Erable. chickens. 

Constant is a "farmer" who grows oats and corn on his 80 In turn Constant’s grandchildren married, mixing in yet more 

acres of land. He owns 10 cows, some horses, and raises nationalities. Their spouses were Lithuanian, Danish, Irish., 

chickens. He also had a barn. The 5 grandsons became farmers; the 5 girls married 

They were very poor, since they only had 80 acres of land to husbands with varied professions. From these unions were 

take care of 9 children. (Melvin MEENTS, born in 1916, born 27 children. Constant's great-grand-children. 

Mary-Ann's father started with 160 acres which grew to 500 They also married melting deeper into and across the USA. 

acres). The daughters only went to elementary school. In 1984, there were 43 children to this new generation, and I 

except for "my mother, who lived in town 2 years to pursue can not resist the pleasure to give some of their names: 

her studies. She then taught in the village school until she Brenda Sue NAKAERTS, Daryl M FERRIS, Jerimiah 

married, at 19", writes Elsie DOMAN, Delia's daughter. She SANDNESS, Julie Ann CIARDULLO, Dona 
adds:" Aunt Ethel often said that they never went to LEMENAGER... are Constant's descendants... 

secondary school, as they were taught to be housewives. Just as the generation before his, Michael D. MAC CUE, 

They could sew really well." born in 1981, great-grand-son of Blanche NAKAERTS, born 

The daughters worked with their parents until they married. in 1918, daughter of Constant, born in 1856. 

Four of them married within 8 months, 1913-1914; 2 others, Stella FORTEMPS, the last surviving daughter of Constant 

after the first World war. They married farmers from died after contact was renewed between Belgium and 

Ashkum and surrounding area; their farms do well. Only America. Unfortunately, she had become senile and had 

Anna expanded herself outside and managed a grocery store burned many family documents. The operation of the land 

with her husband in Kankakee, Illinois, to the North of was not enough to cover her bills in the nursing home. Her 

Ashkum. The FORTEMPS daughters continued to speak death made possible the sale of her father's house and land. 

French since their husbands were aslo French speaking, all A page of Constant FORTEMPS’ destiny turned in 1984. 


The American FORTEMPS: Following is 

a table that sums up what Elsie DOMAN gave us. 


Firstname/Name 

Birthdate 

Marriage 

Death Children 

Constant FORTEMPS 

10 Aug 1856 

24 Oct 1881 

23 Aug 1929 

9 

X Julia MENIGOZ 

15 May 1860 

Beaverville.IL 

19 Aug 1922 


Lucy FORTEMPS 

15 Apr 1883 

9/11 Feb 1914 

23 Feb 1973 

1 

X Cyrus PATNAUDE 

18 Aug 1883 

Ashkum.IL 

23 Dec 1967 


Anna FORTEMPS 

19 Mar 1885 

23/25 Jun 1913 

9 Oct 1932 

2 

X Arthur KING 

20 Aug 1874 

Kankakee,IL 

7 Oct 1956 


Amelia FORTEMPS 

5 Aug 1887 

16/27 Aug 1913 

21 Jul 1972 

3 

X Florent NAKAERTS 

11 Jun 1883 

Chebanse, 

29 Jan 1962 


Lena FORTEMPS 

26 Jun 1889 

- 

5 Oct 1944 

- 

Delia FORTEMPS 

28 Mar 1894 

14/22 Feb 1914 

21 Jan 1939 

3 

X Carl MEENTS 

24 Apr 1892 

Ashkum,11 

12 May 1980 


Mabel FORTEMPS 

26 May 1896 

27/31 Dec 1919 

14 Feb 1974 

1 

X John LEMENAGER 

5 Apr 1897 

Ashkum,11 

30 Oct 1976 


Stella FORTEMPS 

6 Feb 1899 

- 

3 Oct 1984 

- 

Ethel FORTEMPS 

1 Mar 1903 

25/27 Jan 1926 

3 Sep 1981 

- 

X Arthur FLAGEOLE 

1 Jul 1895 

Ashkum.Il 

1 Nov 1978 


Cecelia FORTEMPS 

23 Aug 1905 

- 

16 Jun 1971 

- 
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Three letters, written in 1876, by an old peasant from 
Jauchelette were sleeping in a drawer... 

Their publication, as part of a complex study, has shed some 
light , in a familiar sort of way, to the greatest migration of 
all Time, that which touched Europe during the 19th century. 
Still there are shadows. 

Why, first of all, are these letters fragments of a larger 
correspondance, which reached us? 

Surely, Constant's Belgian family would have kept 
Constant's letters rather than the rough drafts of his 
grandfather's. In any case, Honore's letters are the first of 
this kind to be published. 

Many questions unfortunately remain without answer, 
especially because of the chinch registers’disappearance: the 


identity of Constant's godmother, the date his ship sailed 
away to America, the results of the military lottery. 

Even if the little history jealously keeps its secrets, this 
research will have been an opprtunity to reunite Honore's 
descendants, in Belgium and in America.(at least for now) 
More importantly: this study goes to show that the Walloon 
migration was not limited to Wisconsin. Father DUCAT 
and his fellow researchers of the Belgian American Heritage 
Wallonie-Bruxelles are in the process of gathering rich data, 
starting in Illinois. 

With a heartfelt thought for Leon BACQ, who has rejoined 
the land of his ancestors, I once again thank Father DUCAT 
and wishes him well in his great venture. 
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From & To... 

To Pearl Vanden Heeden - (Bating, OR) All our 

Northwest members wish you to be of good courage and 
hope your mothe, will regain some of her capacities before 
too long. We certainly can sympathize with you: a patient, 
requiring 24 hr care, represents total dedication ... Hang in 
there. Pearl, we are all thinking of and rooting for you 

From Merle Messer - (Eugene, OR) I was sorry to receive 
the notice abotA the cancellation of this year’s picnic. I 
have been so impressed with the generosity of the Vanden 
Heeden in offering their place for this gathering each year. 
- Thus I was even sorrier to learn of the personal reasons 
for the cancellation, as that is a heavy blow for a family. 
My heart goes out to Pearl and her family. 

From Susan Deom-Stiles - (Tell City, IN) I just returned 
from a trip to Belgium, France and Luxemburg where I 
met my distant cousins. Had a wonderful time and will 
return to Libramont, Belg. the year 2000 for the Deom 
Reunion. I met Marie-Louise Lamkin in Herbeumont, who 
gave me an ancestral chart in which I discovered my gr. 
grandmother Marie Apolline Lamkin-Deom. You, Pierre 
had sent me the addresses and information about the 
Lamkin-Deom families. I will now be able to connect my 
Lamkin people to my ancestral tart, thanks to you and 
Andre Deom in Belgium, our historian. As you say in 
Belgian Laces “Being Belgian is Beautiful”. We met many 
beautiful people of Belgium. They are the most gracious 
hosts. 

From Georges Picavet - Kruibeke, Belgium: 

HELP WANTED! 

I am collecting so much information on other Belgian 
emigrants, that I ow, t possibly store in an organized way. 
The best solution would be to add all that to my database, 
but I really don’t have the time. If anyone could be found 
who takes the commitment upon him/her to put the info in 
a genealogical database (I personally use Reunion), I can 
transmit au the info to that person. The same goes for all 
the information in sources that already have been 
published, such as in Belgian Laces! 


The following are some very important and helpful 
WEBSITES 

WAASLAND PICAVET BELGIUM 

http://www.ping.be/picavet 

NAT. ARCH.& RECORDS ADMINISTRATION: 
http://www.nara.gov/genealogy 

BELGIANS ABROAD HOME PAGE 
http://www.cs.cmu.edu-dellaert/belgians/ 

INTERNET DIRECTORY FOR BELGIUM: 

http://www.ping.be/advalvas/ 

BELGIUM ONLINE: http://www.tiid.be 

CIA FACTBOOK ON BELGIUM: 

http://www.ic.gov/94fact/country/26.html 

THE EMBASSY PAGE (DC): 

http://www.globescope.com/web/gsis/embpage.html 

BENELUX NEWSGROUP ON GENEALOGY: 

http://news:socgenealogy.benelux 

US EMBASSY in Brussels (information services only) 
http://www.usia.gov/posts/brussels/html 

BELGIUM GENEALOGY: 

http ://www. cyndilis t. com/bel gium. html 

FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES: 
http://www.fgs.org 

ANCESTRY: http://www.ancestry.com 

Most of these sites are updated regularly, so keep on 
checking, don’t dismiss a site oubight because you didnt 
find lhe desired info the first time. 


BELGIUM-ROOTS-L 

This mailing hst has been created espedally for Belgian descendants looking for Their roots in Belgium. It certainly isa 
good idea to paitdpate in tat list and to submit your queries here too There are atpresent2eo subscribers, most of them 
from the United States and Canada, but also many Belgians. This is a free service, no money involved, no obligations, 
and you can “unsubscribe” whenever you like. 

For questions about this list, contact the list administrator at BELGIUM-ROOTS-admin@rootsweb.com 

Subscribing. 

To subscribe to BELGIUM-ROOTS-L, send mail to BELGIUM-ROOTS-L-request@rootsweb.com with the single 
word subscribe in the message subject and body. 

To subscribe to BELGIUM-ROOTS-D (digest), do the same thing with 

BELGIUM-ROOTS-D-request @ rootsweb.com 
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ALLEGHENY COUNTY NATURALIZATIONS 
Abstracts of Declaration of Intent and Naturalizations 1798-1906 
held in the office of the ProthoNotatary: Pittsburgh, PA 

Submitted by Charlotte Rogers (Jeannette, PA) 

DI = Declaration of Intent // Nat. = Naturalization //b = bom // sp = sponsor 

Volume 1 (1796-1840) 

Volume 2 (1841-1855) 

Bocking, Adolph Hugues (1849) b..Belgium - DI. 5 Oct.1849. 

Booking, B.C. (1854) b. Belgium (King of) - DI. 1 July, 1854 
Cartuyvels.Louis (184 l)b.Belgium - DI. 22 December 1941 

Volume 3 (1650- 1889) 

DeHaun, Victor (1864) b. Belgium - DI. 27 November 1850- Nat. 8 October 1884; Sp. Augustus Kleber 
Volume 4 (1870- 1875) 

Debus, Peter (1872) b. Belgium -DI,7 October 1872 

Goutiere, Emile (1872) b. Belgium Nat 25 Sept. 1872 (on age) Sp. William C Taylor So. 

Leton/Letoni, John B. (1872) b. Belgium (1868) - DI.20 Aug 1868, St. Louis, Nat 7 October 1812; Sp: Gustav Mittkowski 
Volume 5 (1880-1887) 

Barbie, George (1887) b. Bel.- DI 2 Jan 1885; NAT 28 APR 1887; Sp: J.W. Scott 
Burgum, Jules A (1888) b. Bel.- Nat: 2 Oct. 1888 (on age) Sp: James H Ball 
Burgun, Desire (1888) b. Bel.; Nat 2 Oct. 1886 (on age) Sp: James H Ball 
Charlier, Peter J.( 1887) b..Bel.; DI: 17 Oct 1884; Nat: 9 Feb 1887, Sp LV DeLocke. 

Coussant, PierreJoseph (1886) b.: Bel; DI: 14 DEC 1882, Nat: 25Sept 1886;Sp: CH. Fellabon. 

Drugman, Peter (1884) b. 8.1.; DI: 4 Mar 1682; Nat: 8 June 1888; Sp: Louis Victor Deloche. 

Harmouille, Maximilien (1886) b.: Bel.; DI: 31 Oct 1882: Nat: 10 Feb 1888: Sp:AndrewJ. BarchField 
Schollaert, Victor (1888) b.: Bel; DI: 20 Sept 1884; Nat: 4 Dec 1868: Sp: Matunne Schirnar. 

Valentour, Vicour (1880) b Belgium; DI 25 Jan 1876; Nat: 20 Sept 1880; Sp: FL. Robbins. 

Volume 6- 

Cenis, Joseph (1690) b.. Bel; 0127 Dec. 1888; Nat: 24 Sept 1890; Sp: Courone Delvaux 
Collins, Andrew (1888) b.: Bel; Nat: 4 Oct 1888 (on age); Sp: WA, Nicholas. 

Criguellion, Jules (1889) b.: Bel: 01:22 Nov 1888: Nat: 21 Sept 1889; Sp: Thomas Bartlay. 

Cromley, Jules (1890) b.: Bel; DI: 22 Sept 1888, Wash. Co., Pa.: Nat: 24 Sept 1890: Sp: A. Valentour 
Deblander, Peter (1890) b: Bel: Nat: Nat: 10 May 1890 (on age); Sp: .6. Mullin 
Debruxelles, AJ (1889) b Bel.; DI: 22 Nov 1886: Nat: 21 Sept 1889; Sp: Thomas Barclay., 

Delval, Auguste (1888) Res: Chartiers Boro b Bel 91:4 Oct 1884; Nat: 19 Sept 1888: Sp: A.W. Millar McMillan 
Delvaux, Couvnne (1890) b: Bel.; DI: 14 Sept 1888: Nat: 24 Sept 1890; Sp: A. Valentour. 

Descutner, Joseph (1890) b: Bel.; DI: 14 Sept 1888: Nat: 24 Sept 1890: Sp:A. Valentour 
Detry, Jean Baptiste (1890) b: Bel.: DI: 14Sept 1888: Nat: 24 Sept 1890; Sp: A. Valentour 
Drugman, Louis (1891) b: Bel.: Dl:9 Nov 1888; Nat: 3 Jan 1891: Sp: Eloi Drugmand 

Eperthner, Louis (1888) Res: Norristown, Pa.; b: Bel.- Air N.Y. Oct 1872; age: 29 ym (1674); 01:14 Feb 1874. 

Montgomery Co., Pa.; Nat: 8 Sept 1888: Sp: Levi Farr 

Matheys, Francois (1890) b Bel.; 01:14 Sept 1888; Nat: 24 Sept 1890; Sp: A. Valentour. 

Mayer, Joseph G. (1888)b:Bel.; DI: 18 Janl886;Nat: 15 Jan 1888:Sp:GeorgeH. Stevens. 

Palps, John/Jean B. (1888) b: Bel.; DI: 3 Aug 1806, Nat: 4 Oct 1888: Sp: WE. Thompson. 

Pate, Aimable (1890) Res: N. Fayette Twp, Alleg Co ,b Bel.; DI: 14 Sept 1888, Wash. Co., Pa.; Nat: 24 Sept 1890; 

Sp: A. Valentour. 

Schollaert, Charles (1890) b: Bet; DI: 4 Dec. 1886; Nat 1 Nov 1890; Sp: Maturin Chumar 
Schollaert, Edmond (1890) b: Bel.; OkBOct 1888: Nat 1 Nov 1890; Sp: Maturin Chumar 
Servais, Ferdinand (1890) b:Bel.; DI: 14 Sept 1888: Nat v: 24 Sept 1890; Sp: A. Valentour 
Tent, Louis (1890) b: Gel.: Nat: 24 Sept 1890 (on age); Sp: A. Valentour 
Vonhoenackere, Julius (1886) b: Eel.; DI: 24 March 1885; Nat: 1 Sept 1888; Sp: H. Kalmeyer 
Delval, Victor (1868) b:Bel.: Nat: 19 Sept 1888 (on age): Sp: A.W. McMillan. 


vol. 7 (1892-19061 will be in the next issue 
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EMIGRANTS FROM VERVIERS TO THE AMERICAS 


by Florence Vanderhaegen 

The names of family fathers are printed bold, the wives and children immediately below and indented. (The editor) 


Last Names 

First names 

Coming From 

Born 

Going To 

Date 

ANDRIEN 

Marie Guillemine 

Verviers 

1878 

Philadelphia 

1902 

ANDRIEN 

lules Melchior 

Verviers 

1875 

Philadelphia 

1901 

LABUSSE 

Marie Florentine 

Verviers 

1878 

Philadelphia 

1901 

ANDRIEN 

Albert Julien 

Verviers 

1899 

Philadelphia 

1901 

ANDRIEN 

Julia Jeanne 

Verviers 

1901 

Philadelphia 

1901 

BEAUPAIN 

Henri 

Polleur 

1865 

Woonsocket 

1902 

BOURGET 

Felicie 

Spa 

1877 

New York 

1906 

BRAGARD 

Victor Noel 

Verviers 

1871 

Woonsocket 

1904 

DAINEF 

Marie 

Verviers 

1872 

Woonsocket 

1904 

BRAGARD 

Edmond Victor 

Verviers 

1899 

Woonsocket 

1904 

DAINEF 

Julien 

Stembert 

1879 

Woonsocket 

1905 

BRAHAM 

Jacques 

Verviers 

1878 

Buenos Ayres 

1907 

BRAHAM 

Arnold Henri 

Verviers 

1870 

Buenos Ayres 

1907 

BURGRAFF 

Henri Joseph 

Verviers 

1874 

Quebec 

1906 

BURGET 

Marie Catherine 

Aubel 

1851 

Woonsocket 

1910 

BURGUET 

Jean Noel 

Verviers 

1878 

Woonsocket 

1909 

MIES 

Leontine Josephine 

Verviers 

1883 

Woonsocket 

1910 

CHABALLE 

Henri Joseph 

Verviers 

1876 

Winnepeg 

1904 

CHARLES 

Alexandre Desire 

Toniche 

1860 

Manitoba 

1905 

FINCK 

Marguerite Josephine 

Kecht 

1868 

Manitoba 

1906 

CHRISTOFFEL 

Gustave 

Blalissuek 

1885 

New York 

1909 

CLOSSET 

Joseph Pierre 

Verviers 

1874 

Buenos Ayres 

1911 

CONDEZ 

Urbain Noel 

Hodimont 

1882 

Montreal 

1905 

GILLET 

Josephine 

Hodimont 

1878 

Montreal 

1905 

COPPENS 

Antoine 

Aalst 

1879 

Denver 

1903 

CORDONNIER 

Michel Joseph Leonard 

Verviers 

1881 

Montreal 

1908 

COUTURIER 

Ernile Antoine 

Polleur 

1873 

Woonsocket 

1906 

LANDEZ 

Maria Catherine 

Hodimont 

1862 

Woonsocket 


CRAMER 

Amelie 

Wollerscheim 

1868 

New York 

1908 

DAINEF 

Jeanne Henriette 

Verviers 

1876 

Woonsocket 

1907 

DANDESEUX 

Pierre Joseph 

Verviers 

1878 

Philadelphia 

1910 

DAUDESEUX 

Pierre Jean Joseph 

Voeren 

1880 

Puerto del Sance 

1907 

DE NEUVILLE 

Alfred Clement 

Verviers 

1881 

Montreal 

1909 

DEBESELLE 

Leonard Joseph 

Verviers 

1849 

Woonsocket 

1909 

DELMOTTE 

Marie Josephine 

Verviers 

1849 

Woonsocket 

1909 

DEBESELLE 

Gustave Octave 

Verviers 

1887 

Woonsocket 

1909 

DEBESELLE 

Maria 

Verviers 

1890 

Woonsocket 

1909 

DEBOCK 

Jean Francois 

Roubaix 

1863 

Patterson 

1902 

DEJEAN 

Alexandre Jean Marie 

Verviers 

1874 

Montreal 

1904 

VAN STEENACKER Marie Therese 

Rotterdam 

1876 

Montreal 

1904 
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Last Names 

First names 

Coming From 

Born 

Going To 

Date 

DEJEAN 

Jean Leopold 

Verviers 

1902 

Montreal 

1904 

DEJEAN 

Francois Auguste 

Verviers 

1902 

Montreal 

1904 

DEJEAN 

Guillaume Leopold 

Verviers 


Lives in Canada 


HUBERTY 

Gosuelle Justine 

Verviers 

1877 

Montreal 

1908 

DEJEAN 

Edouard 

Verviers 

1901 

Montreal 

1908 

DEJEAN 

Leopold 

Verviers 

1903 

Montreal 

1908 

DELVENNE 

Charles Guillaume 

Verviers 

1872 

Montreal 

1911 

DAEL 

Henriette Hubertine 

Verviers 

1873 

Montreal 

1911 

DELVENNE 

Henri Marie 

Verviers 

1895 

Montreal 

1911 

DENIS 

Simon Olivier 

Dison 

1865 

Chicoutimi 

1906 

DEPAIRON 

Alice Lambertine Virginie Verviers 

1879 

Montreal 

1904 

DEPAIRON 

Marceline Louise Julienne Verviers 

1883 

Montreal 

1909 

DEPAIRON 

Jean Pierre 

Verviers 

1874 

Montreal 

1905 

GILLET 

Victorine Louise 

Hodimont 

1874 

Montreal 

1905 

DEPAIRON 

Victor Jean 

Verviers 

1894 

Montreal 

1905 

DEPAIRON 

Georges Louis 

Dison 

1899 

Montreal 

1905 

DEPAIRON 

Albert Urbain 

Dison 

1904 

Montreal 

1905 

DETHIER 

DenisVictor 

Verviers 

1877 

Montreal 

1907 

KEUNINCKX 

Henriette 

Verviers 

1885 

Montreal 

1907 

DETHIER 

Jean Marie 

Verviers 

1906 

Montreal 

1907 

KEUNINCKX 

Jean 

Ensival 

1905 

Montreal 

1906 

DETHIER 

Jeanne Petronille 

Foret 

1870 

Montreal 

1906 

DETHIER 

Jean Joseph 

Foret 

1830 

Montreal 

1906 

DUPRE 

Alfred Theodore 

Verviers 

1878 

Montreal 

1907 

DEP AVION 

Melanie Aline 

Petit Rechain 

1880 

Montreal 

1907 

DUPRE 

Jules Jean 

Verviers 

1905 

Montreal 

1907 

ELIS SEN 

Alphonse 

Verviers 

1870 

Woonsocket 

1910 

EVANS 

James William 

Lehl 

1887 

Salt Lake 

1906 

FABRES 

Gonzalo 

Santiago 

1856 

Tillviche 

1904 

AVENDANO 

Anna Louise 

Santiago 

1871 

Tillviche 

1904 

FABRES 

Estanislav 

Santiago 

1890 

Tillviche 

1904 

FANTES 

Americo Gonzalves 

Rio de Janeiro 

1889 

Rio de Janeiro 

1904 

FEGUENNE 

Pierre Henri 

Verviers 

1882 

Winnipeg 

1904 

FILS 

Hubert Joseph 

Verviers 

1875 

Woonsocket 

1909 

DUVERNAY 

Barbe Elisabeth 

Verviers 

1876 

Woonsocket 

1909 

FILS 

Marie Catherine JosephineVerviers 

1897 

Montreal 

1909 

FILS 

Victor Frangois Hubert 

Verviers 

1902 

Woonsocket 

1909 

FINCH 

Margueritte Josephine 

Recht 

1868 

Manitoba 

1906 

FRIEDERICHS Pierre Auguste 

Eupen 

1846 

Rhode island 

1909 

LINZ 

Anna 

Collma(?) 

1853 

Rhode Island 

1909 

FRIEDERICHS Emma 

lngelmunster 

1878 

Rhode Island 

1909 

FRIEDERICHS Jeanne 

Roubaix 

1890 

Rhode Island 

1909 

FRIEDERICHS Auguste 

Verviers 

1885 

Rhode Island 

1909 

FRIEDERICHS Marie 

lngelmunster 

1881 

Hinsdale 

1902 

GARAY 

Marie 

Cairo 

1880 

La Plata 

1910 

GENET 

Jean Marie Pierre Georges Verviers 

1907 

Montreal 

1907 

GENS 

Emile Joseph 

Anon 

1845 

Collma(?) 

1910 

GILSON 

Pierre Joseph Alphonse 

Bras 

1847 

Woonsocket 

1910 

CLIQUET 

Marie Catherine 

Olne 

1852 

Woonsocket 

1910 

GILSON 

Alphonse Nicolas Joseph 

Verviers 

1877 

Woonsocket 

1910 
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Last Names 

First names 

Coming From 

Born 

Going To 

Date 

GRANDRATH 

Gaspard Pierre 

Soiron 

1880 

Montreal 

1905 

GUTHIN 

Hubert Joseph 

Aubel 

1871 

Rio Haute 

1910 

QUOIDBACH 

Jeanne Mathilde 

Stembert 

1878 

St. Paul 

1911 

HANNOTTE 

Antoine Louis Guilliaume Verviers 

1884 

Winnipeg 

1904 

HERKET 

Joan Francois 

Ramsee 

1878 

Woonsocket 

1910 

IVENS 

Hubert Pierre Joseph 

Baelen 

1866 

Boston 

1909 

JANSSENS 

Elise 

Verviers 

1883 

Philadelphia 

1911 

JASPAR 

Franz Jean Faustin 

Verviers 

1877 

Montreal 

1906 

KELLETER 

Jean Noel Fdouard 

Ensival 

1874 

Woonsocket 

1902 

KILGUS 

Oscar Alfred 

Verviers 

1876 

Winnipeg 

1904 

LADOT 

Jean Baptiste Prosper 

Verviers 

1876 

Philadelphia 

1905 

(to Woonsocket 1908) 

LAMBERT 

Marie Henriette 

Malmedy 

1880 

Boston 

1908 

LANSBERG 

Hubertine 

Aix la Chapelle 


New York 

1907 

LECLOUX 

Jean Joseph 

Dison 

1868 

Woonsocket 

1906 

CORDONNIER Marie Anne Josephine 

Stavelot 

1861 

Woonsocket 

1906 

LECLOUX 

Jean Joseph Guiilaume 

Enseval 

1899 

Woonsocket 

1906 

LEJEUNE 

Mathilde 

Raelen 

1874 

Woonsocket 

1903 

LEMPEREUR 

Jean Francois 

Verviers 

1874 

Woonsocket 

1906 

POUMAY 

Marie Josephine 

Limbourg 

1877 

Woonsocket 

1906 

LENZ 

Marguerite 

Malmedy 

1876 

Ludington 

1907 

LEROY 

Albert Florant 

Verviers 

1878 

Montreal 

1907 

LEONARD 

Marie Catherine 

Verviers 

1852 

Montreal 

1907 

LEROY 

Jeanne Marie 

Verviers 

1880 

Montreal 

1907 

MAILIS 

Leonard Joseph 

Dison 

1874 

Hapinka 

1906 

MAILIS 

Henri Leonard 

Dison 

1893 

Hapinka 

1906 

MAJOR 

Henri Joseph 

Verviers 

1892 

Woonsocket 

1906 

DEMEURE 

Catherine 

Petit Rechain 

1897 

Woonsocket 

1906 

MALMENDIER Jean Hubert 

Honey 

1872 

Passaic 


MANSON 

Hubert Joseph 

Verviers 

1878 

Saskatchewan 

1906 

MANSON 

Dieudonne 

Verviers 

1881 

Saskatchewan 

1906 

MANSON 

Arnold 

Verviers 

1882 

Saskatchewan 

1906 

MANSON 

Arrnand 

Verviers 

1885 

Saskatchewan 

1906 

MOLS 

Marcel Henri 

Verviers 

1867 

Winnipeg 

1910 

MORTIER 

Prosper Camille 

Ghent 

1868 

Rio de Janeiro 

1907 

GERARD 

Frangoise Irma 

Marche 

1870 

Rio de Janeiro 

1907 

MORTIER 

Bertha Lambortine 

Verviers 

1889 

Rio de J aneiro 

1907 

MORTIER 

Pharalide Felicienne 

Roubaix 

1892 

Rio de Janeiro 

1907 

MORTIER 

Josephine Octavie 

Verviers 

1896 

Rio de Janeiro 

1907 

MULLER 

Antoinette Leonardine 

Limbourg 

1888 

Buenos Aires 

1910 

NOLS 

Joseph Leonard Hubert 

Chameux 

1878 

Quebec 

1906 

OLIVIER 

Jules Leon Valentin 

Verviers 

1881 

Winnipeg 

1906 

PANIER 

Georges Emile 

Sains 

1864 

Buenos Aires 

1906 

TROESTEL 

Josephine Francoise 

Pepinster 

1888 

Buenos Aires 

1906 

PANIER 

Eugene Jeanne 

Andrimont 

1890 

Buenos Aires 

1906 

PIRNAY 

Edouard Julien 

Ensival 

1874 

Woonsocket 

1906 

PIRON 

Marie Catherine 

Verviers 

1876 

New York 

1904 

PIRON 

Jules Joseph 

Dison 

1881 

Rio de Janeiro 

1910 

HUBERTY 

Marie Marguerite 

Ensival 

1875 

Rio de Janeiro 

1910 

PIRON 

Mariette Catherine 

Verviers 

1900 

Rio de Janeiro 

1910 

PIRON 

Gilbert 

Verviers 

1903 

Rio de Janeiro 

1910 
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Last Names 

First names 

Coming From 

Born 

Going To 

Date 

PIRON 

Rene 

Verviers 

1906 

Rio de Janeiro 

1910 

POLIS 

Octave Jean Joseph 

Verviers 

1882 

Woonsocket 

1909 

PROUMENS 

Henri Jean 

Dison 

1847 

Chicoutimi 

1905 

MOUCHET 

Anne Elisabeth 

Aywaille 

1838 

Chicoutimi 

1905 

PROUMENS 

Jean Joseph Leon 

Dison 

1874 

Quebec 

1903 

RAHIER 

Josephine 

Verviers 

1899 

Woonsocket 

1910 

RAHIER 

Joseph Ghislain 

Verviers 

1873 

Montreal 

1909 

DUVERNAY 

Francoise 

Verviers 

1874 

Montreal 

1909 

RASQUIN 

Lambert Adrien HyacintheEnsival 

1879 

Quebec 

1907 

CHALLON 

Lambertine 

Hodimont 

1883 

Quebec 

1907 

RASQUIN 

Marie Larnbertine 

Verviers 

1902 

Quebec 

1907 

RASQUIN 

Jeanne Lambertine 

Verviers 

1905 

Quebec 

1907 

SAUVAGE 

Dorothee 

Stembert 

1876 

Boston 

1906 

SCHMITH 

Charles 

Haguenau 

1876 

Woonsocket 

1905 

DEMEUR 

Augustine Josephine 

Dison 

1881 

Woonsocket 

1906 

SCHMITH 

Jeanne Marie Josephine 

Verviers 

1901 

Woonsocket 

1906 

SCHROEDER 

Fran 5 ois Joseph 


1879 

Toronto 

1908 

STOFFELS 

Jean 

Rullingen 

1858 

Tacoma 

1907 

RADEMACKER, Anne Joseph 

Dison 

1855 

Tacoma 

1907 

THOMAS 

Theodore Mathieu 

Verviers 

1871 

Winnipeg 


THONNARD 

Henri Joseph 

Verviers 

1871 

Woonsocket 

1910 

DEGLEIZE 

Marie Louise 

Mons 

1872 

Woonsocket 

1910 

THONNARD 

Juliette Louise 

Verviers 

1893 

Woonsocket 

1910 

THONNARD 

Maria Ernestine 



Woonsocket 

1910 

TOUTLEMONDE, Louis Alfred 

Roubaix 

1884 

Springfield 

1906 

TROESTLER 

Oscar Jean Julien 

Pepinster 

1875 

Buenos Aires 

1907 

BERNARD 

Laurence Julie 

Verviers 

1872 

Buenos Aires 

1907 

TROESLER 

Alfred Jean Julien 

Andrirnont 

1893 

Buenos Aires 

1907 

UTECH 

Maria 

Weissenhole 

1879 

New Orleans 

1910 

VIEUXTEMPS 

Jean Joseph 

Verviers 

1879 

Lawrence 

1910 

HOUBEAU 

Catherine 

Verviers 

1878 

Lawrence 

1910 

WAVAJAS 

Marie 

Cuevas San Mar 

1870 

St. Paul (Brazil) 

1908 

WAVAJAS 

Aracchi 

Cuevas San Mar 

1862 

St. Paul (Brazil) 

1908 

WILLEMBUCHER, Theodore Guillaume 

Landweiller 

1871 

Woonsocket 

1909 

DEROCHE 

Jeanne Rosalie 

Verviers 

1873 

Woonsocket 

1910 

WILLEMBUCHER, Jean Matthieu Theodore; Roubaix 

1891 

Woonsocket 

1909 

WILLEMBUCHER, Jeanne Henriette 

Verviers 

1893 

Woonsocket 

1910 

WILLEMBUCHER, Madeleine Georgine 

Verviers 

1897 

Woonsocket 

1910 

WILLEMBUCHER, Maria Constance 

Wegnez 

1905 

Woonsocket 

1910 

WILLEMBUCHER, Thomas Joseph Hubert; Wegnez 

1905 

Woonsocket 

1910 

WINGENS 

Leonard 

Bilssain 

1864 

Winnipeg 

1906 

HANSON 

Marie Jeannette Marguerite; Herve 

1886 

Winnipeg 

1907 

WINSGENS 

Leonard Louis Marie 

Verviers 

1890 

Winnipeg 

1906 

WINSGENS 

Hortense Catherine Hubertine; Verviers 

1891 

Winnipeg 

1907 

ZIMMERMAN 

Pierre Joseph Celestin 

Verviers 

1878 

Philadelphia 

1909 

DAEL 

Henriette Seraphine Barbe Ensival 

1877 

Woonsocket 

1907 

ZIMMERMANS Marie Josephine 

Dison 


Woonsocket 

1910 



